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Introduction 
It is getting to the point where we feel like aliens and strangers in a foreign land. We have had the privilege to 
travel to a number of places including foreign countries. Such travel is interesting but one thing is always the 
same. You can’t wait to get back to familiar territory. 
Different culture, language customs -- Unfamiliar geography, cities, places -- Unfamiliar people 
 
American culture continues to shift to unrecognizable degrees. Without a moral standard we can no longer 
depend on people to act in expected ways. Christians seem like 
aliens in a world where behavior has little or no regulation. It has 
permeated every aspect of society and increasingly creeps into 
the church. Too often we divorce any discussion of theology or 
doctrine from any practical behavioral application in real life. 
Unfortunately there sometimes seems no observable difference 
in behavior and attitudes between those claiming to be Christians 
and those not. The readers that Peter addressed in his first letter 
were God followers scattered abroad in foreign lands. 
 
Peter actually identified the territories. 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the 
Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 1 Peter 1:1-2 

Strangers in a foreign place, sojourners for a time. Some feel that the reference is to Jews in a non-Jewish 
location. A closer look at the content of the letter leads one to a different conclusion.  i.e. 2:9-10; 1:18; 4:3-4 
fit better with a Gentile audience. Most likely there was a mix between Gentile and Jewish Christians in those 
locations. 
 
The reference then to ‘alien’ is likely a reference to Christians sojourning in a hostile non-Christian 
environment. It was an environment steeped in godless paganism practicing behaviors and harboring attitudes 
contrary to God’s moral standard. 
 
A good deal of what Peter wrote addressed manifesting a godly response in an ungodly culture.  This seems to 
be a letter designed to be circulated among the various clumps of persecuted Christians scattered throughout 
areas of modern day Turkey. 

Peter specifically addressed this letter to believers in Asia Minor, a large region north and northwest of Jerusalem. Pontus was a Roman province on the 
southern border of the Black Sea. Galatia, the central province, was populated mostly by Gauls and Greeks. Cappadocia, the largest province, was to 
the east in what is now central Turkey. Asia was a Roman province on the western side of Asia Minor, bordering the Aegean Sea. Bithynia was north of 
Galatia along the southern shore of the Black Sea. 
The order in which the provinces are listed suggests the order in which a courier would deliver the letter as he traveled roughly in a circle. New American 
Commentary - New American Commentary – Volume 37: 1, 2 Peter, Jude. 
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It is interesting to note that several of the places mentioned by Peter here had representatives in Jerusalem at 
the day of Pentecost where they heard the gospel. (Acts 2:7-9) 
 
It is amazing that a letter written to a specific people a couple thousand years ago still has relevance to us 
today. It maintained relevance throughout those centuries because from the beginning Christians have 
suffered persecution from both outside and inside the organized church. Apart from geographical location, all 
Christians are aliens in a hostile kingdom. 
We are aliens by reason of our election and transfer by God out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom 
of His beloved Son. 
Jesus was clear. 

"These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 

 
"If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. John 15:18-19 

Jesus prayed that we would survive life in a devil-directed world. 
"I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  "I do not ask You to 
take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. John 17:14-16 
How are we to live in such a world? There are two strategies. One, adapt to the world in order to get along. 
Two, live in the world without become of it and suffer persecution. 

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 1 John 2:15  
Peter wrote to help us know how to live in this world system without becoming part of it. 
 
This is one of two letters penned by Peter who identified himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Here is brief overview of Peter’s colorful life. 
Peter’s life can be found in all of the gospels and Acts.  Acts records Peter’s ministry as an apostle. He 
fills most of the first 12 chapters.  
Early Life as a fisherman 

Calling by Jesus to be one of THE apostles 

Growth and life lessons 

 Rewards of unquestioned obedience  “boat full of fish” 

 Necessity of a proper focus “walk on water” 

 Priority of the Person of Christ “You are the Christ the Son of the living God.” 

 The superiority of God’s plan “get behind me” “not setting your interests on God’s interests but man’s.” 

 The importance of forgiveness “70x7” 

 The beauty of humility “wash my feet” 

Testing and Failure 

Restoration 

 

Service and suffering 

 Power from on high 

 Power for preaching 

 Power for healing 

 Power for boldness 

 Power in persecution 

 Power and authority 

Writing and Discipling 
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Martyrdom (Not recorded in the Bible but tradition suggests he was crucified.) 

Paul further identified his readers as those who were CHOSEN BY GOD. 
“to the chosen scattered aliens” 
My intent was not to address all of the issues surrounding this much debated doctrine. I hope to provide 
you some tools to wrestle with the passages related to it.  My view will not be unclear.  It is however my 
best understanding of the applicable passages at this point in my life.  Ultimately all will be understood 
when we meet face to face.  Ultimately any view will not affect the divine outcome.  Some will eternally 
live with Jesus and there will be those who do not and the means what determines our eternal 
destination is what we do with Jesus Christ. 

"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on 
him." John 3:36 

People with make a genuine choice to believe in the Son through the preaching of the Gospel. 
The doctrine of election does not eliminate the necessity of faith as God’s means of salvation. 
The doctrine of election does not eliminate the necessity of sharing the Gospel as God means of the 
gospel. My personal philosophy regarding theology is to honestly deal with the Biblical data and always 
gravitate to the interpretation or teaching that keeps an absolutely sovereign God as the center focus no 
matter how uncomfortable it may feel to my finite and flawed sensibilities. 
 
The concept of election or choosing is not unfamiliar. The act of choosing is clear. It is the Greek work 
“eklektos” means to pick out, select, means, to choose for oneself. One person or thing gets selected over 
another. Our country holds elections all the time where there is a winner and a loser. We make choices every 
day. All of us are familiar with what it means to be chosen or even more, NOT chosen. Many of us can 
remember a time in school where the super athletes were appointed as team captains and told to each 
alternately chose up teams. Of course the popular and athletic students got chosen first down to the agonizing 
last one to be chosen. If they had their way, we would not have been chosen at all.  
 
Some remember times when you were passed over all together for one thing or another. Rejection is a 
gruesome debilitating experience. Many psychological maladies trace to childhood rejection. To be accepted 
and chosen is divine. To be rejected and passed over is devastating. Peter began his letter with a glorious 
reminder to those suffering alienation and rejection that they had been specially chosen by God. 
 
Peter emphasizes this concept of God’s specific work apart from merit all through his letter. 

To the alien ELECT. 1:2 
To those SANCTIFIED (Set apart by God) 1:2 
God CAUSED to be born again 1:3 
Be holy like the one who CALLED you. 1:15 
Through HIM we are believers in God 1:21 
You are a CHOSEN race…2:9 
Proclaim the excellencies of the one who CALLED you out of darkness 2:9 
You have been CALLED to suffer 2:21 
You were CALLED to inherit a blessing 3:9 
Christ died in order to bring us to God 3:18 
The God who CALLED you will perfect you 5:10 
She who is Babylon CHOSEN together with you sends you greetings. 5:13 
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Peter built his entire letter and everything he instructed them to do in the midst of devastating persecution on 
the idea that God specially chose then and called them for HIS purposes.  I must admit that the Biblical 
teaching concerning election is difficult to accept. The fact that God chose some and not others for no 
apparent reason outside of Himself feels foreign to our sensibilities. I think the Scriptures are clear even 
though the concept is challenging. 
 
Biblical election has to do with God doing the choosing. 

It may be defined as the action of God in choosing certain people for certain purposes. The reason the definition is so broad is so that it can include the 
various people and groups who are said to be elect in the Bible. For example, (1) Israel as a nation was elect (Deu 4:37; 1 Ch 16:13). The group 
included both regenerated and unregenerated people. (2) King Cyrus is also called God’s chosen one, though he was an unsaved man as far as we know 
(Is 45:1–4). (3) Christ is said to be God’s elect (Is 42:1). (4) There will be an elect people during the tribulation days who are differentiated from 
the church (Mt 24:22, 24, 31). (5) Today there is an election of God—those who are believers in Christ (Col 3:12; Titus 1:1). In relation to this 
last group, election may be defined as the action of God in choosing those who will be saved as members of the body of Christ. 
Ryrie, C.C., 1972. A survey of Bible doctrine, Chicago: Moody Press. 

 
Election is often confused with “predestination.” Election is the act of choosing. Predestination is the act of 
setting the destiny of the chosen ahead of time. God determined the destiny of all those he chose before the 
foundation of the earth. If you are chosen by God, your destiny is to become like Jesus Christ. 
 
When the term predestination is used it is always linked with the specific destiny. 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called (elect?) 
according to His purpose.  For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son (the 

ultimate destiny of those God foreknew was to be like Jesus.), so that He would be the firstborn among many 
brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He 
justified, He also glorified. Romans 8:28-30 There are times when the declarations of Scripture make us uncomfortable. It is not 
our job to make truth comfortable or palatable. In doing so we run the risk of diminishing one truth over the other. 

 

just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  He 
predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. Ephesians 1:4-6 

The destiny of those God chose was adoption as sons. 
 
Due to our finite understanding of God and His plan of salvation, there will be concepts that we will never 
reconcile before the time. Much debate has churned over the Bible’s revelation of the Trinity, the nature of 
Christ as fully God and complete man, the free will of man and the sovereignty of God. It will all become clear 
in eternity but for now we must be content to let certain tension caused by Biblical references remain. 
The same is true concerning the concept of election. 
How can God chose some and not choose others and still not be willing that any should perish. 
How could God draw some to Himself and not others and yet hold them responsible. 
 
All we can do is examine the various passages that address the issue and hold to what they teach even though 
we don’t fully understand or agree. Our current passage teaches that election is “according to the 
foreknowledge of God”  
Since God is all-knowing, of course he is aware of all people. If He elects those He foreknew and he knew all 
people, then he elects all people.  Some assert that God’s election was based on the fact that God foresaw 
who would believe. If that is the case, then His election is based on something we would do in time. 
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The Bible clearly teaches that God’s election had nothing to do with anything we did. 
 
Other passages clearly indicate that election is fully based on God’s choice apart from man’s action. 

When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed. 
Acts 13:48 

The casualness of the inclusion of this thinking seems to imply that it was a commonly known and 
accepted fact when discussing the number of people coming to Christ. 
Faith flows from election; election is not the result of faith. Faith is not the ground of God’s choosing.   
God is the ground of our election. 

for though the Jacob and Esau were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God's purpose according to His choice would stand, 
not because of works but because of Him who calls,  it was said to her, "THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER."  Just as it is written, 
"JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED."  What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! Romans 9:11-14 

 
No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. John 6:44 
We love, because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19 

It is clear that any inclination toward God is first initiated by Him. Foreknowledge has more to do with a choice 
to establish a loving relationship. The Old Testament perceived “knowing” as a level of intimacy. i.e. Adam 
“knew” Eve. In this case, God planned to engage in an intimate relationship prior to the actual event. 
 
When did God decide to establish a loving relationship with the elect? 

God blessed us unconditionally just as He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In 
love Eph 1:4 

He not only chose us, but determined what kind of relationship we would have. 
But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 2 Thes. 2:13 

Here are some additional passages related to election. 

We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;  constantly bearing in mind your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,  knowing, brethren 
beloved by God, His choice of you;  for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 1 Thessalonians 1:2-5 
 
For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. 2 Timothy 2:10 

It is obvious that Paul suffered so that those elect (from the foundation of the world) would obtain 
salvation in time and space.  Paul didn’t know who they were but suffered to make sure they would be 
given the opportunity to respond to the personal call. 

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the 
book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. Revelation 13:8 

It seems that the names of the chosen were written in the Lamb’s book of life before we were born. 
A similar fact appears a bit later. 

"The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to destruction. And those who dwell 
on the earth, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they see 
the beast, that he was and is not and will come. Revelation 17:8 
 

Even though it appears to be a difficult teaching, the New Testament presents it differently. 
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Grudem calls attention to the context of the verses that address election. 
Presented as a comfort to those suffering. 
Presented as a cause for praise. 
Presented as and encouragement to evangelism 

 
God chose us for everlasting relationship with Him. Observe this sequence revealed by Jesus explaining why 
some had not believed in Him. 

Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. "But I said to you, 
that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe.  "All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me,  

Why didn’t some believe? Because they had not been given by the Father. 
All those given by the Father would believe and come to Jesus. 
 
Further, all those who come would not be rejected. 

and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. JOH 6:35 
Even further, the ones who came would not be lost but raised up to everlasting relationship. 

"And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 6:39 
Finally, no one comes unless the Father draws Him. 

"No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. John 6:44 
 
Since the Bible is clear that not everyone will spend eternity in relationship with God, not all are given by the 
Father. 
Here is the logic.  

 The Father chooses some to give to Jesus. 

 Those He gives to Jesus come to Jesus.    

 Those who don’t believe or come haven’t been gifted to Jesus.  

 Only those given and drawn by the Father believe and come to Jesus. 

 Those who come will not be lost or rejected.  

 All those who come will be resurrected or transformed to enjoy intimate relationship with God. 

To me, this explains how people exposed to the same works and words of Jesus as those who embraced Him 
rejected Him. How could Judas, who experienced everything all the other disciples did and still steal from Him 
and betray Him for money. 
 

God chose us to bear fruit. 
God did not choose us because of our fruit but in order to bear fruit for Him. 
"You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask 
of the Father in My name He may give to you. John 15:16 

 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. Ephesians 2:10  
 
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of 
God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us 
in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 2 Timothy 1:8-9 
 

How this reconciles with the fact that God is not willing that any should perish, I don’t know. 
How this reconciles with man’s free will is not absolutely clear. 

He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. John 1:11-13 
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God chose before the world was even made. At some time, in every elect person’s God calls and draws 
people. At some point we must still respond to the call by faith. We are not saved by election; we are saved by 
the faith stirred in our hearts by God. Paul addressed this whole election thing in Romans 9-11. 
Paul addressed the problem head on. 

So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.  You will say to me then, "Why does He still find 
fault? For who resists His will?"  On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say 
to the molder, "Why did you make me like this," will it?  Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the 
same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use?  What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and 
to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?  And He did so to make known 
the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, even us, whom He also called, not from 
among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles. Romans 9:18-24  
This section of Scripture seems to go to the heart of the objection. We are uncomfortable letting God be 
God over us.  Somehow he is responsible to act like us.  The truth that it would have been fair and just to 
condemn all who sinned to eternal punishment as he did to all the angels who sinned. 
 
As intelligent and educated as Paul was, this was his ultimate conclusion. 

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  For WHO 
HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE 
PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:33-36 

 
Here are just a few practical implications of this truth. 

 Election inspires deep humility --  Why me? (Gratefully accept it!) 

 Election provides a secure foundation for my salvation. (Rest in it!) 
God initiated. God continually refines and renews. God completes. 

Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; Romans 8:33  
 
 Election  offers peace and a confidence in witnessing. (Preach it!) 
I am responsible to share the truth in love, not win souls. God draws people to Himself in response to His truth 
shared by those who have already believed.  
Our job is to share the gospel.  God ordained people respond to Him through the preaching of the gospel. 
The heart of God for all to come is clear but not all will come. 

This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for 
all to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 

The invitation to all to choose to come is also clear but the reality is that many will refuse to come. 
 

 Election inspires godly living. (Live it!) 
Peter bases much of his exhortation to live godly on God’s election and calling. 
Peter further adds to our understanding of election. 
It comes about through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. 
The word “sanctify” means to set apart. God sets us apart for Himself through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 1 Peter 2:9 
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What more encouragement could there be than to realize you were specially chosen by God? In time and 
space the Holy Spirit applies the work of Jesus to us as individuals. We were chosen to obey Jesus and to be 
cleansed by Him. 

Jesus gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 
Titus 2:14  

Notice the work of the Trinity highlighted by Peter in the first two verses. 
The Father choses. 
The Holy Spirit sanctifies. 
The Son purifies with His blood. 

Having set the foundation firmly on their special relationship with God though the work of the Trinity, Peter 
pronounced a blessing. 
His blessing is similar to Paul’s in his letters with one difference. Paul usually would pray that grace and peace 
be yours. Peter asked that grace and peace would be multiplied to this struggling group of people. 
Grace is the unconditional favor of God that meets every circumstance. 
Peace is the inner contented confidence that God will eventually work everything together for good in spite of 
present external turmoil. 


