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“Our Risen Redeemer” 
 
REVIEW 
Peter’s first letter to a group of scattered and suffering Jew and Gentile followers of Christ addressed the 
information necessary to live godly in an ungodly world. He established the basis for such a life as a 
supernatural work of God in the core of one’s being called rebirth. God causes people to be born again 
spiritually into His family as opposed to being children of disobedience subject to God’s wrath. The privileges 
of belonging to God’s family are beyond our comprehension. They span the moment of birth through all 
eternity. 
 
Peter mentioned a few. We are born again to t living hope based on Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 
We are born again to a secure inheritance. God protects all His children until the full realization of their 
salvation and inheritance at the return of Jesus. Our new birth is the foundation of Peter’s encouragement. 
Peter encouraged them to hope completely on God’s daily favor provided to meet any trial that they might 
encounter.  

Therefore, having preparing your minds for action, and continually being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 

grace being continually brought to you in the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1:13  

Last week I made a case for an uncommon translation of the Greek text that called for a focus on an 
continually daily favor of God (grace) being supplied by Him to continually live godly in an ungodly 
environment. 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an 

abundance for every good deed… 2 Corinthians 9:8 

Having been born into God’s family, Peter instructed them to act like it.  
As children of (characterized by) obedience, stop being conformed to the former mindless passions, but as he who called 

you (Your dad) is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  And 

if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 

throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers 

(former family), not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 

lamb without blemish or spot. 1 Peter 1:14-19 

 
That is where we concluded last week. Live differently because you ARE different. That culture understood the 
reference to a spotless unblemished lamb. We are far removed from a sacrificial system. God instituted in 
Israel a means by which their sins could be addressed. It was and elaborate system designed to illustrate what 
Jesus would eventually do. Paul called them a shadow of the real thing. 

These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Colossians 2:17 

 
A person’s offenses against God would be transferred to an unblemished lamb which would then be 
slaughtered on their behalf. 

For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and 

goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying, “This is the 

blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.”  And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and 

all the vessels used in worship.  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding 

of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. Hebrews 9:19-22 

Jesus became the sacrificial lamb killed on our behalf. 
For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, 

now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Hebrews 9:24 

He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Hebrews 9:26 

So how is it that Jesus could bear the sins of all the people. 
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My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 

of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2 

Peter made it clear that it was because of WHO He was not just what He did. 
He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who 

through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 

God. 1 Pet 1:20-21 

 
Contrary to some, Jesus did not come into existence at Bethlehem. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  

All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.  In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. John 1:1-4 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

 

So Jesus has existed as a member of the eternal Trinity from eternity past. He is God. 
I and the Father are one.” John 10:30 

Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.”  So the Jews said to him, “You are 

not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I am.” John 8:56-58  

Jesus was foreknown, loved, fully known by God before creation until now. By identifying with mankind and 
taking on human flesh He could die for us. Because he was fully God, He could bear every sin ever committed 
by us. Peter asserted that He appeared for our sake. Peter identified the “you” as the “through Him believers 
in God”. It was God who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory. Peter revisits the theme declared by 
the prophets of old. They studied the identity of the one who would experience suffering and glories to follow. 

who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 

are in God. 1 Peter 1:21  

God caused us to be born again. God gives a living hope. God supplies a secure foundation. We are to set our 
hope completely on Him. We are to continually trust Him. 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 

of men.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 

a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-11 

 

So how important is the resurrection of Jesus Christ to the Christian faith. It is of utmost importance. 
It is the foundation of our belief. No founder of any other religion came back from the dead. Our life depends 
on it. Our hope depends on it. 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by 

which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered 

to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  that 

he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Cephas, 

then to the twelve.  Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one untimely 

born, he appeared also to me. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

 
Paul went on to write concerning the importance of the resurrection. 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  

But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then 

our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.  We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 

about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.  For if the dead are not 

raised, not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
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sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are 

of all people most to be pitied. 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

 

Jesus Himself said… 
 “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” John 11:25-26 

As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 

John 6:57 

Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. John 14:19 

 

So if Jesus did not come back alive from the dead, neither will we or any one. We have no hope of ever seeing 
anyone who has already died.  
If Jesus did not come back from the dead, He lied. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead we preach a lie. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead, we must bear our own sins. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead, we have no mediator between us and God. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead, we have no intercessor. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead the object of our faith is faulty. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead He did not go to heaven and He is not coming back again. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead, He is not preparing a place for us in His Father’s house. 
If Jesus did not come back from the dead, everything we trusted falls apart. 
 

Abraham was fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  That is why his faith was “counted to him 

as righteousness.”  But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will 

be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses 

and raised for our justification. Romans 4:21-25 

 
How can we be sure the resurrection is true? If it is not true then Paul’s statement applies to all of us. 

If in Christ we have hoped in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 1 Corinthians 15:19  

 
But Paul firmly proclaimed that indeed Christ did rise from the dead. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a man came 

death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive.  

1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

 
There are many avenues of evidence we can examine that will reassure us of this crucial facet of our belief? 
 
Conclusion 
What do you believe in? What is the object of your faith? It is not the amount of faith but the object of you 
faith that counts. It is not faith in faith but faith in God and in His risen son Jesus Christ. 

And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. John 17:3 

There are only three explanations for the outrageous claims made by Jesus. 
Liar, Lunatic, Lord! 
 
I am going to try to make this very simple because the Word of God makes it simple. 

And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 

does not have the Son of God does not have life.  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God 

that you may know that you have eternal life. 1 John 5:11-13 
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Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 

remains on him. John 3:36 

But to all who receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. John 1:12 

 

Are you a child of God? 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 

and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. Romans 8:16-

17 

 

Embrace Him today! 
 

 


