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“Sacrificially Serve Others” 

Review  
Peter proposed and prescribed the details for living a godly example in an ungodly environment or live 
differently because you are different. 
 
What have we learned so far? 

I. Realize your new heritage as specially chosen children of God 1:3-12 

II. Live out your heritage as God’s specially chosen children 1:13-5:11 

A. Live holy as Your Heavenly Father is holy 1:13-21 

B. Love fervently as Christ loved us.  1:22-25 

C. Long intently to grow by interaction with the word of God. 2:1-3 

D. Come continually to Jesus for placement as stones in His temple 2:4-10 

E. Abstain completely from the destructive passions of the flesh 2:11  

F. Practice godly behavior in an ungodly world 2:12 

1. Citizens be subject to governmental authority 2:13-17 

2. Servants be subject to masters 2:18-24 

Today we address the divinely mandated response in another area. It has been reported that up to 90 percent 
of the inhabitants of Rome were currently slaves or former slaves.  In recent writings, that figure has been 
reduced to more around 33 percent. Aristotle considered them “human tools” and yet they were afforded 
certain rights. They had a right to marry but any offspring belonged to the master.  This probably accounted 
for the large number of slaves. Slaves served in a broad range of capacities from farm labor to skilled workers 
and artisans even physicians and teachers. In Rome, there was an expectation that slave be granted freedom 
within seven years or by age 30 (Old Testament influence?) 
 
We must be careful not to equate the modern conception of slavery with what was happening in Rome during 
Paul’s time. 

 By no means were the enslaved regularly to be found at the bottom of the socioeconomic pyramid. Rather 

those free and impoverished persons who had to seek work each day without any certainty of employment 

occupied the lowest level. Some of them sold themselves into slavery in order to obtain job security, food, 

clothing and shelter. 
Martin, R.P. & Davids, P.H. eds., 1997. Dictionary of the later New Testament and its developments, p.1099. 

 
They whole system of slavery at the time was an integral part of the whole economic system. Contrary to 
American slavery, Roman slavery was not related to race. Not a great deal was written related to the actual 
life of the slave since historians considered it beneath their dignity to do so.  
Paul mentions specific slaves numerous times in the New Testament. It seems the church consisted of slaves 
and masters as well as those who had been granted their freedom. Paul and Peter commented on the divine 
responsibilities of both master and slaves to live godly. 

With improved relations between slaves and their owners, ironically the system worked better than ever 

before. 
Martin, R.P. & Davids, P.H. eds., 1997. Dictionary of the later New Testament and its developments, p.1101. 

 
In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he even addresses the desire to get free. 

Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called.  Were you a bondservant when called? Do 

not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.)  For he who 

was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a 
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bondservant of Christ.  You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men.  So, brothers, in 

whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God. 1 Corinthians 7:20-24 

 
My purpose in this message is not to debate the morality of slavery but understand the divine direction to 
those who find themselves subject to the authority of another whether under a boss or a company of 
supervisor. The previous section covered our obligation to subject ourselves to governmental authority. 
This section perhaps covers the biblical response to all other kinds of authority. I know we don’t have slaves 
today but most of us are responsible to a boss. These mandates apply to us. 
 
I want to first dissect this mandate and then consult some other passages that expand on what we find here. 
We will look at the audience, the mandated action, the circumstances, the secondary action, a clarification 
and the motivation and model. 
 

a. Audience – Slaves 

Peter uses a term here more connected to household servant rather than slaves which applied to free as well 
as indentured servants. Paul used the general term for slave in all his instructions regarding a godly response 
to authority. 
As mentioned, we are all in some ways responsible to someone over us. The primary application is to those 
designated as indentured servants to master. He called for the kind of behavior in that position that would 
draw attention to the difference Jesus makes in one’s life. We have the same opportunity today when it 
comes to how we serve those in authority over us. 
 

b. Primary Action – respectful subjection to authority 

Peter employed the same term he used in reference to government. He used a present tense participle 
indicating a continuous action. It serves a command to voluntarily subject oneself to the authority of another. 
 
He adds a qualifier, “with all respect”. He mandates not only action (subjection) but attitude (respect). 
He used the word often translated fear but includes a reverence or healthy respectful attitude toward 
someone. The same term used telling us to serve God with all reverence or fear. Of course he calls for respect 
of any in authority. He indicates that this response was not only toward those who were good and gentle but 
includes those bosses who are “crooked, warped, perverse, unjust”. This is the Greek term “skoleeos” from 
which we get our English term scoliosis. Our action and attitudes are not dependent on their behavior. 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become 

straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, Luke 3:5  

 

 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 

crooked generation.” Acts 2:40  

 

 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 

twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, Philippians 2:15 

 

c. Circumstance – suffering unjustly, wrongly, unfairly 

For this is grace, when, because of a consciousness of God one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.  For 

what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it 

you endure, this is grace in the sight of God. 1 Peter 2:19-20 

 
Peter used two words that summarize the circumstance. 
“suffering unjustly” = sorrow, heaviness, grief 
“suffer” = feel heavy emotion, anguish physically, emotionally, mentally 
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This is exactly what Jesus experienced while on this earth. None of the suffering Jesus experience was due to 
any sin on His part. 
Directly following this admonition, Peter appeals to Jesus response in the same circumstance as a model for us 
to follow. Many in the early church followed the example of Jesus’s dying for our freedom by selling 
themselves into slavery in order to procure freedom for another. ((1 Clem. 55.2) 

Later writings indicate that Christians became known for their efforts to rescue prisoners, captives and slaves 

(e.g., the Apostolic Constitutions 4.9.2; see Harrell, 178–82). 
Martin, R.P. & Davids, P.H. eds., 1997. Dictionary of the later New Testament and its developments, p.1101. 

 
 
 

d. Secondary action – continuously endure 

For this is grace, when, because of a consciousness of God one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For 

what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it 

you endure, this is grace in the sight of God. 1 Peter 2:19-20 

 

Peter used two different but similar words. Technically he mentioned endurance three times in one verse. 
The first one means to “bear underneath the weight or endure hardship”. In this case, unfair or harsh 
treatment for doing good. Even back then there were times when the phrase “no good deed goes 
unpunished” came into play. Peter called such an action “grace” (this is grace) a gracious response or an action 
divorced from merit. It was a benevolent response in the face of a malevolent action. Isn’t that the very 
definition of grace? 
God responds to our malevolent attitudes and actions with favor or blessing. The second term translated 
“endure is the marriage of two Greek terms. This word “remain” and the word “under”. This goes beyond a 
teeth-gritting desperate hanging on. It indicates an intentional perseverance under difficulty for a higher 
purpose. 
 
Peter clarified the action by letting them know the endurance under the wrong circumstance doesn’t count. 

For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? 

The word credit is “merit, glory renown”. You don’t get points for suffering punishment for doing and ungodly 
action. Blessing only comes when you suffering punishment for doing the right thing. Peter actually returns to 
this righteous suffering a bit later in his letter. It seems that not only slaves but a number of Christians 
suffered at the hands of the pagan culture. Many suffered to the point of death at the hands of the wicked 
Roman emperor Nero.  
 
Peter repeats the blessing of submitting and enduring ungodly authorities. This action is “grace”. 
Not only is it grace in the sight of people but in God’s eyes. 
 
Further passages on endurance for study during the week. 

and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. Matthew 

10:22  

But the one who endures to the end will be saved. Matthew 24:13  

 And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. Mark 

13:13  

 And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents 

did not know it, Luke 2:43  

 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there. Acts 

17:14  

 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Romans 12:12  
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 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:7  

 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ 

Jesus with eternal glory. 2 Tim 2:10  

 if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; 2 Timothy 2:12  

 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 

Hebrews 10:32  

 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:2  

 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 

fainthearted. Hebrews 12:3  

 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father 

does not discipline? Hebrews 12:7  

 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown 

of life, which God has promised to those who love him. James 1:12  

 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and 

you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. James 5:11  

 

e. The Motivation – awareness of God 

Peter used the same phrase “this is grace “ twice. Once in relation to our consciousness or awareness of God. 
For this is grace, when, because of a consciousness of God one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.   

The motivation to submit and endure ill-treatment is out of a desire to please God. 
 
Second, in relations to HIS awareness of us. 

But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is grace in the sight of God. 
 

Paul fleshes this out a bit more for people in the same circumstance. 
Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 

not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from 

the heart, rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, knowing that whatever good 

anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. Ephesians 6:5-8 

Paul included both action and attitude.  
Obey. 
Reverence, trembling, sincere heart. 
He adds, as you would serve Christ as bondslaves. 
Serve with good will as if your boss was the Lord. 
He included a negative; not just for outward service but heart service. 
Don’t just do well when the boss is looking. 
Paul here also included a motivation – Future reward for present faithful service. 

 
Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-

pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 

for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord 

Christ.  For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. Col 3:22-

25 

Paul included the proper attitude. 
He also included the concept of serving as you would Jesus work heartily. 
He included both positive reward and negative consequence. 

 
Let all who are under a yoke as bondservants regard their own masters as worthy of all honor, so that the 

name of God and the teaching may not be reviled.  Those who have believing masters must not be 
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disrespectful on the ground that they are brothers; rather they must serve all the better since those who benefit 

by their good service are believers and beloved. Teach and urge these things. 1 Timothy 6:1-2 

Paul again focused on the honor part. 
The motivation for serving well is to not bring disgrace on the gospel. 

 
He tried to warn against Christian servants taking advantage of having a Christian master to slack off.  They 
were to serve even more faithfully. 

Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not 

argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of 

God our Savior. Titus 2:9-10 

Here Paul admonishes bondservants to also serve well with all good faith. 
He warns them not to be argumentative or take advantage by sealing from them. 
The motivation is to not bring disgrace on the gospel but adorn the gospel. 

We are the clothes for the gospel. 
Let’s not wear clothes that detract from the substance. 
Paul said, 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience,  bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:12-14 

So what kind of instruction do we have regard how we should respond to those in authority over us; even 
those who are not nice? I think these principles apply to our responsibility to respond in a godly manner to any 
in authority over us; whether in the workplace, community or church. God gives instructions regarding both 
actions and attitudes; negative and positive. God supplies motivations both negative and positive. 

Positive Actions 
 Willingly and continuously subject yourself to authority in everything. 

 Gracefully endure any unjust treatment. 

 Work heartily and render service you would to the Lord. 

 Be well pleasing. 

 Serve Christian authorities even more. 

 

Negative Actions 
 Don’t argue. 

 Don’t pilfer. 

 Don’t be disrespectful. 

 

Positive Attitudes 
 Serve with respect. 

 Serve with a sincere heart not just external or just when the boss is looking. 

 Serve with all honor. 

 

Positive Motivations 
 Serve well because of an awareness of God’s presence. 

 Serve well in order to please God. 

 Serve well knowing God is the true rewarder of our service, not man. 

 Serve well so the name of God won’t be spoken against. 

 Serve well to attractively frame the gospel. 
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Negative Consequences 
 The one responds poorly will suffer the consequences. 

 
The greatest example of serving others comes from our Lord Himself. Peter directly appeals to His example in 
the next section which we will cover next week. 
 
Let the Holy Spirit examine your heart. 
Let Him probe your actions. 
Let Him examine your attitudes. 
 
Confess to the Lord. 
Call out to the Lord for a heart change. 
 
We are to life differently because we are different.  
 
We are to let our light so shine in a dark world that those outside of Jesus will actually examine our good 
works (lifestyle) and glorify our Father in heaven who makes them possible. 


