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“Blessed to Bless” 

Review  
Live godly in and ungodly world or live differently because you are different. 

I. Realize your new heritage as specially chosen children of God 1:3-12 

II. Live out your heritage as God’s specially chosen children 1:13-5:11 

A. Live holy as Your Heavenly Father is holy 1:13-21 

B. Love fervently as Christ loved us.  1:22-25 

C. Long intently to grow by interaction with the word of God. 2:1-3 

D. Come continually to Jesus for placement as stones in His temple 2:4-10 

E. Abstain completely from the destructive passions of the flesh 2:11  

F. Practice godly behavior in an ungodly world 2:12 

1. Citizens godly behavior toward governmental authority 2:13-17 

2. Servants godly behavior toward masters 2:18-24 

3. Jesus’ example of sacrificial service to others 

4. Wives godly  behavior toward husbands 3:1-6 

5. Husbands godly behavior toward wives 3:7 

6. Everyone’s godly behavior toward each other  3:8-12 

You all be harmonious, sympathetic, loving, tenderhearted, humble minded. 
 
To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving 
a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.  For, "THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND 
SEE GOOD DAYS, MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT.  "HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL 
AND DO GOOD; HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT.  "FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS 
EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL." 1 Peter 3:8-12 
 
This passage sums up Peter’s view of what kind of behavior positively impacts a dark world. The focus is on 
loving relationships. Peter calls us to focus on our divine calling to bless people; even the difficult ones. This 
passage first provides a list of positive character traits to pursue. Then, there are some actions to purge and 
some to practice. Finally, Peter provided a reason to focus on living this kind of lifestyle. 
 
 
CHARACTER TRAITS 
I call these character traits because they are all adjectives. An adjective describes a person, place or thing. 
These traits describe the Spirit-directed, grace-empowered Christian. 
 
Like-minded 
This is a word made up of the term “homo” meaning same and “phren” meaning cognitive or thinking abilities. 
It has to do with a similar guiding principle that unifies thinking. That doesn’t mean that we all think the same 
about every subject. 
Uniformity is not the same as unity. It means that there is an overriding principle that directs our thinking 
toward the same purpose. Jesus’ passionate prayer just prior to His death focused on unity between His 
followers. 
"I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You 
have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. John 17:11 
"I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;  that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in 
Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. John 17:20-21 
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The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  I in them and You in Me, that they may be 
perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. John 17:22-23 
 
It was this loving unity that would distinguish followers of Jesus from all others. 
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:35 
 
If everyone embraced the same passion to serve Jesus by serving others, many of the little things that divide 
us would fade into the background. If we all embraced our calling to sacrificially serve and bless others, so 
many disputes would disappear. 
James clearly indicates that disputes happen between people when we became obsessed with our own 
agenda. 
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?  You desire and do not have, so you 
murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. James 4:1-3 
The answer is to submit your agenda to Christ. Only then can we truly be “like-minded”. The major part of 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church had to do with strife and quarreling among members. Paul identified the 
core of our unity. 
There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—  one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. Ephesians 4:4-6 
 
Sympathetic 
The Greek word here used does not elsewhere occur in the New Testament. It describes that state of mind which exists when we enter into the feelings of 
others as if they were our own, as the different parts of the body are affected by that which affects one. Barnes' Notes on the New Testament. 
Share the same core thinking. Share the same core feelings. This predates the popular proverb about walking 
in someone else’s shoes. This indicates the ability to see and feel life from someone else’s perspective. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Romans 12:14-16 
 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.  Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
1 Corinthians 12:26-27 
Feeling with another’s feeling is a demanding lifestyle.  We often are so entrenched in our own messes, we 
having nothing left for others. Also, we have so much connection through the media to tragedy all around the 
world we find ourselves having to protect ourselves from social PTSD. Post Tragedy Stress Disorder. 
 
Friendly 
Peter used the term often translated brotherly love. Here, Peter uses it as an adjective. It conveys the idea of a 
warm fondness, companionship based on mutual likes. It would be used of a close friendship with another 
person. 
You just like hanging out. To be honest, we have lost this aspect of church life in today’s culture. When I grew 
up, you connected with members of the church family throughout the week. Today we often cultivate two 
sets of friends.  Peter encourages a life style of friend cultivation. Cultivating friendship is an intentional thing. 
 
Our modern culture is fragmented and too often fractured when it comes to relationship with one another. 
We demand comprehensive doctrinal alignment. 
We mandate alignment of ideas and lifestyle. We expect social and economic compatibility. True friendship, 
true brotherly love overlooks a multitude of things for the sake of the friendship. Earlier, Peter reminded them 
that the ability to cultivate such relationship is the result of the work of Christ in the core of our being. 
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Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,  since you have been 
born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 1 Peter 1:22-23 
 
Deep Concern for others 
We are not only to feel WITH others but feel FOR others. This term comes from a word related to our inward 
organs i.e. liver, kidney, heart. This rich term really has not direct equivalent in English. It indicates a deep 
seated concern for the welfare of others; a heart for people. The root is translated, “tender mercies”, “heart”, 
“bowels.” 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. Ephesians 4:32 
 
There is a rich use of this term in the New Testament. Because it seems to be an overlooked character quality 
in today’s culture it perhaps deserves a closer look.  
These are just a sampling of the passages that use this specific term. There are other passages that use 
different terms translated kindness, mercy, goodness 
 
Zechariah referred to this quality in his Spirt-directed prophecy regarding John the Baptist and the coming 
salvation. 
 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  to give knowledge of salvation to his 
people in the forgiveness of their sins,  because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high  to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” Luke 1:76-79 
 
For God is my witness, how I (Paul) yearn for you all (Philippians) with the affection of Christ Jesus. Phil 1:8 
 
What does the “affection of Jesus look like? I will touch on a few of the reference and include more in the 
notes for you to explore during the week. 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
Matthew 9:36-38 
 
When He went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Matthew 14:14 
He also fed the ten thousand plus people who had come to hear Him. 
Another time He fed them out of compassion. 
Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to 
eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” Matthew 15:32  
 
And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, 
Son of David!”  The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”  And 
stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you want me to do for you?”  They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”  And Jesus in pity 
touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him. Matthew 20:30-34 
 
And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me clean.”  Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand 
and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.”  And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. Mark 1:40-42 
 
As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a 
considerable crowd from the town was with her.  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.”  Then he came 
up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.”  And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and 
Jesus gave him to his mother. Luke 7:12-15 
 
Jesus told the parable of the prodigal sons demonstrating how the Heavenly Father feels about us. 
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And he ()the younger son) arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. Luke 15:20 
 
Jesus also told the parable of the “Good Samaritan” to illustrate how we should love our neighbor. 
But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he (the man who was mugged) was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.  He went to him and 
bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. Luke 10:33-34 
 
So if there is (and there most certainly is) any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and 
sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Philippians 2:1-2  (Do the same 
with each other.) 
 
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,  bearing with one another and, 
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. Colossians 3:12-14 
 
Paul recognized Philemon’s love for others. 
For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. Philemon 1:7 
 
Not only have we neglected our first love for Jesus but for each other as well. 
But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  Little children, 
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 1 John 3:17-18 
 
You (Corinthians) are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections.  In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also. 2 
Corinthians 6:12-13 
 
The Bible not only calls us to love each other as an act of the will but to actually develop a heartfelt passion for 
one another. This can only come as a result of a solid connection with the very heart of Jesus. Only He can 
unclog the arteries of our heart to flow with true compassion for others.  
 
Friendly mind 
This is from the world philos (brotherly love) and phren (mind); a thought process characterized by a warm 
caring. All of these characteristics have to do with a culture of really caring about one another. Looking at this 
list which spider webs to a host of other passage concerning love and compassion and care, I could not help 
but be struck by how far the church of this day has strayed from the basic foundation of what comprises a 
healthy church. We count bodies, building and bucks while God focuses on relationship characterized by love, 
deep compassion, unity, sympathy, humility, friendship mutual service. Christianity is all about community; 
meaningful community. 
Peter also included the intentional purging of bashing and practice of blessing one another. 
PURGE BASHING 
Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling 1 Peter 3:9a 
This all has to do with reacting to people negatively both in action and speech. It is the natural inclination of 
the flesh to retaliate when treated poorly. It is natural to return negative words with negative words. When 
we respond the opposite of our culture we draw attention to the wonder of a heart changed by Jesus. This 
whole extended discussion of suffering relates to responding godly to ungodly treatment for the sake of 
Christ.  
 

Peter didn’t just mention what we should not do but what God calls us to do. 
PRACTICE BLESSING 
but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 1 Peter 3:9b 
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In contrast to repaying evil for evil and reviling for reviling Peter calls us to bless. 
 The term “bless” means to speak well of. It goes beyond speech however and includes actions. God blesses 
us. He speaks kindly and also blesses us with specific beneficial actions. Paul focuses on similar instruction in 
his letter to the Romans. 
 
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.  
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  To the contrary, 
“if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.”  Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:13-21 
Jesus instructed us to bless the hurtful. 
“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. Luke 6:27-
28 
 
God has blessed us so that we might bless others. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. Mat 5:10-12 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies… Ephesians 1:3  
 
Jesus left a model for relationship. He modeled how to sacrificially love others. 
This is my commandment, that you love one another AS I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends. John 15:12-13 
 
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, 
to build him up.  For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.”  For whatever was 
written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  May 
the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus,  that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore accept one another as Christ has accepted you, for the glory of God. Romans 
15:1-7 
 
What now? 
Peter focused on an internal inclination to serve the need of others. Our first inclination should be to consider 
others and how we can invest in them. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. Philippians 2:3-4 
 
Peter called for a genuine caring about one another not just tolerating people. This reality is that such a caring 
will not always be comfortable. Only God can generate this kind of character. It is our calling. It is our calling as 
much as sharing Christ with the lost. It is our calling as much as caring for our family. 
 
God has designed the body to be mutually dependent. The reason God grants us surplus is to bless those who 
are in need. 
at this present time your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their abundance also may become a supply for your need, that there may be 
equality; 2 Corinthians 8:14 
 

We lose something when everyone only concentrates on their own need. 


