Colossian 3 Series #12
“Ambassadors for Christ”
Having had our essential core brought to life through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit, Paul issues ten natural responses. This new core completely aligns with God as to its desires, longings nature.

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, he (the one in Christ) has become new (at a point in time and still is new). 2 Corinthians 5:17
No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 1 John 3:9
The ten subsequent instructions are impossible without this internal transformation. This fundamental transformation (Extreme makeover) at the core of our being (spirit) is the basis for the continued transformation of our soul and body.

If God has transformed our core, it naturally follows that we would practice the following.
Pursue (seek) and Ponder (Set your mind) things above i.e. things of eternal nature.

Purge (Put off) the mental programing and behaviors of the old self 3:5-11
Put on (adopt) the new thinking and behavior of the new self  3:12-14
Permit (continually) the peace of Christ to rule your heart with gratitude. Col 3:15

Permit (continually) the word of Christ richly dwell within you.  Col 3:16
Portray (represent) Christ in all we say and do expressing thanksgiving. Col 3:17

This command serves as an overall guiding focus for every kingdom citizen.
And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father. Colossians 3:17 (NLT)
Most of us recognize the function of an ambassador. Although the actual word does not appear in our text, the concept is clearly in mind by the phrase “in the name of the Lord”. When I was a kid, we often used the phrase “stop in the name of the law.” The command to cease activity was delivered in the name of a higher authority.

<>Definition of AMBASSADOR
the highest-ranking person who represents his or her own government while living in another country

Bottom of Form

1:  an official envoy; especially :  a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to a foreign government or sovereign as the resident representative of his or her own government or sovereign or appointed for a special and often temporary diplomatic assignment 

2 a :  an authorized representative or messenger 

  b :  an unofficial representative [traveling abroad as ambassadors of goodwill]
Christ commissions every genuine follower as an ambassador for Christ. We are “the highest-ranking person who represents the Kingdom of Christ while living in this current world system on earth. I kind of like this picture. We are all ambassadors for the kingdom of God in this foreign environment. We operate out of embassies or consulates established.
I have some instructions from the King for all ambassadors spread out in Kitsap County. We know that there are noble ambassadors and not so noble ambassadors. There are those who honorably represent the United States and its values and those that bring dishonor by their words and deeds. Everything Paul previously mentioned in this chapter specifies the kinds of things that bring honor to Christ as ambassadors or representatives of Christ’s kingdom. This verse closes any loopholes left in the previous list of noble behavior. The principle is all-inclusive. “Whatever you say or do”, honorably represent Christ.
This is all encompassing. He calls for a way of life that includes words and deeds that bring honor to our Lord. The opposite would be to represent or glorify self. How many conflicts would never materialize if everyone kept the big picture I mind? Conflicts between people, churches, denominations, organizations would disappear if we just kept our eye on the one we really claim to represent.

These are the only questions that really matter. 

Does this honorably represent the values of Christ and His kingdom?
Does this glorify God?

Does this further the purposes of His kingdom and purposes?

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. Colossians 3:23-24
Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 1 Peter 2:11-12
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16 

Unfortunately, we too often hear unbelievers declare, “If that’s Christianity, I don’t want it.”

My general answer is to insist that what they observed was NOT genuine Christianity.
Not every unflattering comment about Christian behavior is because of bad behavior by God’s standard. Sometimes it is because they don’t agree with Biblical standards. Jesus prepared His disciples to be hated by the world system who hates Him. John 15:18-25
No matter what we do, we will be not only hated, but sometimes persecuted by some. We must still honorably represent Christ even in a hostile environment. Jesus said the most prominent identifier of true followers of Jesus is their love for one another.

By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." John 13:35 

As ambassadors of Jesus, God commissions us to speak the words of Christ and work the works of Christ. 

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.  Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. John 14:12-14
Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6
Gratefully represent Christ to the world in everything we do and say.

Let’s expand on this instruction a bit. I want to apply this principle to four specific areas.

Represent and reflect Christ by our Christ-like INNER CHARACTER

Generally, external words and deeds flow out of inner character. This would be the character traits mentioned earlier in the chapter as well as other places.
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and long suffering… Colossians 3:12
The fruit of a life lived under direction and power of the Holy Spirit would reflect…
…love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23
Christ-like external behavior flows out of Christ-like inner character. As we allow the peace of Christ to umpire our hearts and the Word of Christ to fill our hearts with His truth, we develop the inner character that reflects the words and deeds of Christ. 

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. Philippians 1:9-11
Our proud confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that in holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you. 2 Corinthians 1:12 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. Ephesians 5:1-2
Represent and reflect Christ by our Christ-like DEEDS

This can be divided into two categories.
One, the things we no longer practice because of our connection to Christ.

For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you;  but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 1 Peter 4:3-5
These would be the things listed earlier in chapter 3 along with a number of lists compiled in other places in the New Testament.

Consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.  But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another… Colossians 3:5-9
Two, new practices flowing out of our connection to Christ
Again, Colossians 3 and other places in the New Testament delineate what the new self looks like. We are to be continually transformed in to the image of Christ so that when people see us, they see Christ just as Jesus perfectly reflected the nature of His father in every word and deed. 

Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 1 Peter 4:1-2
We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would live in them. Ephesians 2:10 

Urge the young men to be sensible; in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified,  sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. Titus 2:6-8
Jesus gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. Titus 2:14 

This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. Titus 3:8

As we saw earlier, this can even include what we eat or drink. Even eating and drinking should be practiced to point people to the King and Kingdom we are called to represent.

Do not let what is for you a good thing (freedom to eat and drink whatever) be spoken of as evil;  for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.  So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another. Romans 14:16-19
Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. Philippians 2:14-16

Represent and reflect Christ by our Christ-like WORDS

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 1 Peter 2:9
The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:7-11
Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person. Colossians 4:5-6

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. Ephesians 4:29
When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say;  for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say." Luke 12:11-12
Represent and reflect Christ by our MESSAGE AND MISSION
Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  2 Corinthians 5:18-20
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  "Going therefore, make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20
So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you." John 20:21
Do people conclude that what they see in us resulted from having been with Jesus?

Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus. Acts 4:13 

A great test of our words and deeds is…

What would Jesus do?   (Assumes you actually know what He did)
What would Jesus say? (Assumes you know what he actually said)
What has He asked me to do as His representative on earth?

Paul added a statement regarding the manner in which we represent Him on earth. Sometimes attitude makes all the difference between a positive impression and a negative one.

You can speak the right words and do the right deeds but with a negative attitude.

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. Colossians 3:17
Paul used the continuous tense participle indicating a continuous offering of thanks to God in all we say and do. Paul mentioned thanksgiving several times throughout his letter.

We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Colossians 1:3
Joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. Colossians 1:12
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Colossians 3:16

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; Colossians 4:2
And here…

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. Colossians 3:17

That’s five references in four short chapters.

We are to do and say everything as a representative of Christ (in the name of Christ), not out of a sense of obligation or fear but out of genuine gratitude to God for allowing me to be His chosen ambassador. Grateful to serve God by serving others. Paul was willing to do whatever it took to win others to Christ; including giving up persona freedom. Speech seasoned with grace and gratefulness. Grateful to focus all our attention on faithfully and gratefully representing Christ in EVERYTHIG we do and say. Being an ambassador for the Kingdom of God is a marvelous privilege. Each week we gather at this consulate to learn how we can best represent Him and hope to attract defectors from the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of His beloved son. Just as we have been qualified to become inheritors of the saints in light, so we want to introduce others to the glories of this eternal kingdom.

We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  2 Corinthians 5:18-20
Whatever you do or say, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 
Gratefully represent Christ to the world in everything we do and say.
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