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We have been exploring the three essential principles of how God designed the
body of Christ to function.

The principle of diversity

The principle of unity

The principle of mutuality
The Holy Spirit inspired the writes of Scripture to address the issues of
relationships within this amazing group of people called the church, the body of
Christ. | emphasized last week that these three principles are as natural and
necessary to the body of Christ as they are in our physical bodies. You don’t have
to learn them. They occur naturally as designed by God. Only disease causes
dysfunction in the harmonious working of the members of our body.

When the disease of sin and selfishness infects the body it creates a disruption of
unity, diversity and mutuality which results in body dysfunction which hinders the
cause of Christ in a dysfunctional world. It is the healthy operation of relationships
that draws attention to the gospel in a self-centered and broken world. The Holy
Spirit issues numerous directives related to our relationship with other members
of the body in the form of “one another” commands.

We have so far considered seven of them related to principle unity.
Adherence to these commands both promote and preserve unity in the body.

PROMOTE AND PRESERVE UNITY

The Holy Spirit both describes and prescribes unity in the body of Christ.
There is essential unity by reason of our connection to the same head; Jesus.
There is practical unity by reason of control by the Holy Spirit.

“LOVE ONE ANOTHER” (Don’t be indifferent to one another)
“RECEIVE AND GREET ONE ANOTHER” (Don’t reject or ignore one another)

“DO GOOD AND BE KIND TO ONE ANOTHER"”

Now in Joppa there was 1 disciple named Tabiths (which franslated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was 2bounding with deeds of
kindhess and charity which she continually did. Acts 9:36
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“AGREE AND LIVE IN HARMONY WITH ONE ANOTHER"”
“HONOR ONE ANOTHER”
“FORBEAR AND FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER”

To round out the one another passages related to promoting an preserving unity, there a few
prohibitions; things God instructs us NOT to do.

“DON’T JUDGE ONE ANOTHER”

This is a greatly misunderstood issue in the church. The problem comes because the Bible
seems to issue two opposite commands. On the one hand we are told to judge.
Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” John 7:24
But actually, | wrote to you not to associste with any so-called brother i he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or 4 revitr,
or 4 drankard, or 4 swindler—rnof even 1o eat with such 2 one. For what have | fo do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who
are within the church? But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES. 1
Corinthians 5:11-13
Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or 2 new moon or 2 Sabbath day— things
which are 2 mere shadow of what is fo come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Colossians 2:16-17

On the other hand God tells us NOT to judge.

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged); and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned); pardon, and you will be pardoned. Luke
6:37

Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. Romans 14:1
Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. lnstezd, make up your mind not fo put any stumbling block or obstacle in your
brother’s way. Kom 14:13

The whole 14™ chapter of Romans addresses the act of judging other members of the bodly.

Paul warned the Romans about judging worship practices of others.
One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eafs vegetables only. The one who eats is not to regard with contempt
the one who does nof eaf, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eafs, for God has accepted him. Who are you fo

judye the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls: and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. Romans
14:2-4
This can apply to a whole list of things.

Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against 2
brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law,: but if you judge the law, you are not 2 doer of the law but 2 judge
of it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and fo destray; but who are you who judge your neighbor? James
4:10-12
The word "to judge" is a broad term which means "to separate, distinguish, think, consider,
reach a decision, condemn, pass judgment". We judge, or make distinctions and value
judgments every day of our lives both in relation to ourselves and to others. The issue here is
what we judge, the motive and the desired result.
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The key to understanding the difference appears in the Luke passage above. The command
“don’t condemn” immediately follows the command “don’t judge.” The kind of judgment God
prohibits is the kind that comes with a declaration of condemnation. God call attention to
those who judge for the purpose of tearing down not building up. The truth is that there is
only one infallible judge. Only God has all the facts of a case and can judge rightly. Only God
can judge the actions and motives of the heart.

According to Matt 7:1-5 we should never attempt to judge or discern error in the life of
another Christian until we have dealt with the error in our own life. Our tendency is to see the
faults of our neighbor for the purpose of making us look good and to avoid a close
examination of our own areas of need.

Any of our judgment is subject to limited knowledge and a skewed perception. We don’t have

all the facts and we don’t have a pure heart.
Do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring fo light fhe things hidden in the darkness
and dlisclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God. 1 Corinthisns 4:5

For some, judging others has not redemptive purpose. We are only interested in focusing on
others flaws. We call such people “judgmental” because they have no intention of being
involved. Our motive for godly discernment or judgment must be to HELP not to HURT our
fellow Christians, not to try to make us look better or compare our self-righteousness with that
of others. The intent of discernment is to remove hurtful issues out of genuine love not to
revile fellow Christians out of envy.

Such discernment must be done with great care and pure motive.
Buethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in 2 spirit of gentleness, each one looking fo
yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfil the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is
something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Galatians 6:1-3

If we are not willing to put in the time and energy necessary to help someone, then we should

KEEP QUIET.

John offered instruction for dealing with sin in another’s life.
If anyone sees his brother committing 4 sin not leadling to death, he shall ask and God will for him give lite fo those who commif sin not
leadling to death. There is 4 sin leadling o death, | do not say that he should make request for this. 1 John 5:16

My brethren, if any among you strays from the fruth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns 2 sinner from the error of
his way will save his soul from death and will cover 2 multitude of sins. James 5:19-20

“DON’T BE EMBITTERED AGAINST ONE ANOTHER”

The Bible addresses this issue of bitterness or failure to forgive.

We did a whole series on the destructive nature of bitterness.
See 1o if that no one comes short of the grace of God): that no roof of bitferness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled):
Hebrews 12:15
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Failure to address wounds leads to infection. Failure to address offenses develops bitterness

which eventually “springs up”, “causes trouble” and “defiles many”.
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put awgy from you, along with all malice. Ephesians 431
BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN;: do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil 2 beachhesd in your fife.
Ephesians 4:26-27
But if you have bitfer jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do nof be arrogant and so lie against the fruth. James 3:14
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing. James 3:16
Jesus pointedly proclaimed the destructive consequences of unforgiveness — torment.
Failure to realize forgiveness results in guilt. Failure to reciprocate forgiveness results in
bitterness. It may stay hidden as a root but eventually breaks the surface as a poisonous plant.

“DON’T PROVOKE ONE ANOTHER”

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirt. Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. Galatians

5:25-26
This word is used only once in the Greek New Testament. It is a word which means to "speak
before, to call to first." This command discourages pressing one another's "hot button" for the
purpose of getting them upset. It is deliberately stirring up controversy for the sake of
controversy. It communicates in such a way as to stir up defense in another. It can be done by
words, tone, or manner. This way of relating is the product of a proud boastful spirit that feels
the need to dominate and control by comment and challenge to every action or statement
made by another. Rather, we are to foster an attitude of mutual learning and sharing and

working together within the body to display the beauty of God's grace.
Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salf, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.
Colossians 4:6
Refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be
kind fo all, able to feach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in gpposition, if perhaps God may grant them
repentance leading fo the knowledge of the trath, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been
held captive by him to do his will. 2 Timothy 2:23-26
Does you interaction with people stir up argument or put people on the defensive. Remember,
“A person convinced against their will is of the same opinion still.” Is you purpose to enlighten
or win an argument?
For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” But if you bite
and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. Galatians 5:14-15

“DON’'T LIE TO ONE ANOTHER”
Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another.
Ephesians 4:25

The reason given not to lie to one another is that we are connected. If one part of the body

gives conflicting signals to the other part there body ceases to operate efficiently.
but speaking the truth in love, we are fo grow up in all aspects info Him who is the head) even Christ, Ephesians 4:15
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God designed the body to operate in unity. He gifts individuals to equip the members to serve
one another until unity in the faith is achieved.
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and feachers, for the equipping of the
saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain o the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, fo 2 mature man, fo the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13
It is this unity that inspires belief in the deity of Christ.
I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word: that they may all be one; even as You,
Father, are in Me and | in You, that they aleo may be in Us, so that fhe world may believe that You sent Me. John 17:20-21

The second principle of the body is diversity.
Promote and preserve unity.

Celebrate Diversity.

Diversity comes into play mostly in the area of function.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of
effects, but the same God who works 2ll things in 4/l persons. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Not everyone has the same capabilities. Not everyone engages in the same ministry. Not
everyone experiences the same results. Yet everyone contributes to the whole.

For the body is not one member, but many. 1 Corinthians 12:14
But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. If they were all one member, where would the
body beZ But now there are many members, but one body. 1 Corinthians 12:18-20

Above all, kegp fervent in your love for one another, because love covers 2 multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without
complaint.  As each one has received 4 special giff, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
Whoever speaks, is fo do so 2 one who is speaking the utferances of God): whoever serves is fo db so 4s one who is serving by the strength
which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and
ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:8-11

The point here is serving one another to the glory of God. Whether it is a serving gift or a
speaking gift, we are to use it to serve the body. The four passages that address the diverse
gifts can be found Romans 12, | Cor 12, Eph 4 and 1 Peter 4. God instructs every believer to do
most of the activities mentioned in these four passages. But God imbeds a higher level of
capacity and desire in individual members.

Each member will exercise their diverse gift in a particular context or ministry and experience
varying levels of results. God is in charge and distributes gifts, assigns ministry and generates
effects. That leaves NO room for jealousy or pride. All the glory goes to God.

The Holy Spirit gifts as He wills. The Holy Spirit places as He wills. The Holy Spirit brings about

results as He wills. Unfortunately some people rely on natural talent to try to bring about
supernatural results and take personal credit.
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Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the LORD
of hosts. Zecharish 4:6

And when | (Paul) came to you, brethren, | did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, procliming fo you the testimony of God.
For | determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. | was with you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling, and my message and my preaching were not in persuzsive words of wisdom, buf in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so
that your faith would nof rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

We have taught on spiritual gifting before but will take just a short time in review.

First, according to the quote from Peter’s letter, the gifts can be divided into two categories.
Those who speak

Those who serve

Paul’s list in Romans suggests a basic eight gifts.
For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members one of another. Since we have giffs that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is fo
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according fo the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving, or he who feaches, in his
feaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhorfation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence, he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness. Komans 12:4-8

Paul expands the kind of things that build the body in his letter to the Corinthians.
For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and fo another the word of knowledye according to the same Spirit; to another
faith by the same Spirif, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and fo another
prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirifs, to another various kinds of fongues, and to another the inferpretation of fongues. But
one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 1 Corinthians 12:8-11

The central factor in the exercise of gifts in the body is not the gift itself but the exercise of
your gift in love. The exercise of a gift without genuine love will not have the desired effect or
benefit to the body. The purpose of the gifts is the growth of the body; body building. Too
many try to use their gifting for personal kingdom building. We are to focus on body building.

but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects info Him who is the hesd, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being
fitfed and held together by what every joint supplies, according fo the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body
for the building up of ifself in love. Ephesians 4:15-16

Encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such 2 word as is good for edlfication (building) according to the need of the
moment, so that it will give grace fo those who hear. Ephesians 429

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting
anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to efernal lite. Jude 1:20-21

So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another. Romans 14:19
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Just as the various members of our physical body contribute to the growth of the body, so the
various gifted members of the body serve to facilitate the growth of the body. As we saw
earlier it is the proper working of the parts that bring about growth.

Teach one another

Admonish one another

Encourage one another

Build one another

Speak to one another

Serve one another with you special gifting

Consider your gifting. Consider your ministry. Consider how the Holy Spirit is using you to
affect the growth of the body. Are we more concerned about our growth and comfort or the
growth of the body of Christ?
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DIGGING DEEPER

DAY ONE

| have previously mentioned the spiritual discipline or what | like to call the healthy habits of a
healthy relationship with God. These are things the Scripture prescribes for us to do on a
regular if not daily basis. As a reminder | am offering providing a suggested prayer that
incorporates each of the habits when you are short on time. | suggest trying it on Day one and
Day Five.

Busy schedule abbreviated practice of the spiritual disciplines.

Today is a tight schedule, but | realize the futility of attempting to proceed through this day
without checking in with you and fueling up spiritually before | get on my way. Clear my mind
to make most of these few concentrated minutes | have to communicate with you.

SOLITUDE AND SILENCE | need this alone time with You. Even though | don't always feel that
need, | know it is true, and it is pure arrogance on my part for me to enter my day without this
time.

SUBMISSION | yield my life to You again. | acknowledge that without You I can do nothing of
significant value in this world. | submit my members as Your instruments, Your channels for
displaying the life of Jesus Christ. For | have been crucified with Christ. Nevertheless | live, yet
not |, but Christ lives in me. And the life that | now live in this body, I live by faith in Jesus
Christ who loved me (unconditionally) and gave Himself for me that | should no longer live for
myself but for Him who died and rose on my behalf. | entrust my soul to You today as my
faithful Creator; that whatever comes my way, You have allowed for Your glory and my good. |
yield all of my life to the filling of the Holy Spirit so that | may walk according to His power and
not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. May my walk clearly display the fruit of Your Holy Spirit today.

CONFESSION Please bring to mind any specific sin issues | may need to clear before my day
gets started or to clear up during this day. (Pause in silence to listen for any prompting of the
Holy Spirit.) Grant that | may start my day with a clear and free conscience before You, my
family, and all those in my sphere of contact. | purpose to deal with whatever You prompt me
to do. | acknowledge my daily need for cleansing and forgiveness.

| thank you for Your forgiveness. | celebrate the fact that Jesus has paid for my sin and has
made it possible to live above that sin through the power that mightily works within me.
Because | am thoroughly loved and accepted and remarkably significant, | have nothing to
prove to any one, nothing of eternal value to lose at the hand of any one, and therefore
nothing to protect from anyone. | can live today as a channel of Your grace and a
demonstration of Your love. | can find meaningful fulfillment through relationship with You
and not submit to the drive of the flesh to demand it from others. | can purely desire and
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enjoy significant relationships with others because You have touched my life in such a
significant way. | am a fully loved and accepted and significant child of the King of the
Universe. Empower me to live according to who | am today.

INTERACTION WITH SCRIPTURE | need the truth of Your word to penetrate my very soul that |
may be mature, completely equipped for every good work today. Bring to mind a verse or
passage | should read. Give me insight into your truth that my mind will be renewed. |
embrace your truth today. | affirm my desire to live by your truth and meditate on it day and
night. May your word come to mind all through the day.

FAITH | declare my trust in you today. | acknowledge that those who trust in the flesh or
others are destined to disappointment and disillusionment. Without faith it is impossible to
please You. | entrust my day to You. | acknowledge you as the God who is great. You are
eternal. You know all there is to know. You are here with me right now and everywhere. There
is nothing beyond Your ability. You hold all things together. You don’t need me but want to
use me. You are beyond my comprehension. You never change because You are infinitely
perfect. You are so good. Your grace still amazes me. Your love overwhelms me. Your
faithfulness astounds me. Your mercy comforts me. Your lovingkindness never fails. You are
absolutely holy. You are right and always do right. You are the source of all truth and reality.
You will bring all things to justice because you are just. These things | affirm today and
embrace your truth. Your path is the best. Your way is the way to peace. Your word brings
life.

WORSHIP | thank you for this day and rejoice in it. | purpose to give thanks in everything.
(Thank Him for any specific things that come to mind) | worship You for both who You are,
and for the works You have done in the past, and are doing in the present and have promised
to do in the future. Enlarge my heart today to know You more fully and honor You more
highly throughout this day in the everyday affairs of life. Perhaps if there is time read from a
Psalm and express the praise expressed there as your praise. (Psalm 150)

PRAYER Take time to bring any specific request to Him at this time. Use your prayer list.

SIMPLICTY AND SACRIFICE | sacrifice the things | value most to your serve again today.
Family— | continually release them to God.

Time— | give you say over where | spend my time and continue to commit to this time with
you.

Money — | affirm that my finances belong to you and | will regularly and freely give to you as a
reminder that it is all your and keep open to where | might use my money to build Your
kingdom. Possessions — | assign ownership of all my things to You and commit to be a good
steward of those things. | affirm my desire to live more simply so that more resources can be
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channeled to kingdom purposes and that | will not be controlled by stuff so | can be free to use
things and love people rather than love things and use people.

Pleasure — | appreciate the capacity to experience pleasure and that you have given us all
things to enjoy and that in your right hand are pleasures evermore but | yield the right to such
pleasure to you and commit to denying immediate gratification for higher purposes. | am
open to go without in order to not be controlled by passion for anything but you.

Power — | resist the urge to control or to wiled power over others and offer myself as the
servant of others as Jesus modeled service.

CONNECTION Who can | encourage today? Is there someone new to connect to? Bringto
mind anyone | should be in contact with today or this week.

WITNESS Always have at lest three unbelieving people you are praying to receive Christ. | pray
that you will bring opportunity to be a witness for You today. Help me to be an effective
witness when that opportunity comes. | look forward to all that this day may bring by way of
opportunities to trust You and see You work in my life. | pray for the opportunity to share the
message of Salvation either by my life or by words today.

WARFARE | stand against and refuse all of Satan's purposes and schemes this day and
embrace Your design for my life . | break all curses against me and my family cast knowingly or
unknowingly and | stand in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ to live free from the bondage of
sin and Satan today. Grant me discernment to recognize the darts and schemes of the enemy
today and the strength to stand against Him; fully armed with Your armor. Guard my mind
from the lies of the evil one. Guard my emotions from the fears and worries of the evil one
and the evilness of our day. Bring me into all truth that | may walk today in Your truth.

| wait for any orders and direction You may have for me today and invite You to go with me
wherever | go. Keep me aware of all my Spiritual resources in Christ in the heavenlies and of
Your eternal presence this day. | yield myself to You as Your hands and Your voice to a dark
and hurting world.

If you have more time, take some time to review Sunday’s notes. Listen for any nudges by the

Holy Spirit. Don’t look for application to others. Focus on examining you own life. Remove
you defenses and allow the Holy Spirit to probe you heart and motives.
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DAY TWO

Today | suggest you start your day with some verses from Psalm 56. You can reflect on the

whole some or some excerpts below.
When | am afraid (verbalize some of your fears to God), | will put my trust in You. In God, whose word | praise, In God | have put my
trusts | shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to meZ Psalm 56:3-4
You have taken account of my wanderings; put my tears in Your bottle. Are they not in Your book? Then my enemies will turn back in the
day when | call- This | know, that God is for me (think about that — do you believer it7). In God,, whose word | praise, In the LORD,
whose word | praise, In God | have put my trust, | shall not be afraid. What can man do to me? Your vows are binding upon me, O God:
| will render thank ofterings fo You. For You have delivered my soul from death, Indeed my feet from stumbling, So that | may walk before
You In the light of the living. Psalm 56:8-13

Read the whole story of Dorcas in Acts 9:36-42.
What would be remembered of us when we died. She was known for her abundant deeds of
kindness.

God tells us not to judge others. Review the Scripture verses. Reflect on the two kinds of
judgment. There is godly judgment and fleshly judgment. It would be helpful to actually read
the whole context of the prohibition against judging in Romans 14. Try to think of some
applications to our culture. Substitute eating and not eating with some other applicable issues
in church culture today. What kind of devotional practices do we call into question that is
none of our business? The issue is the heart motive and whether it pleases God or not.

Turn the Scriptures in the notes into prayers for God to work in your life.

Here is an example.

Lord help me not to judge so | won’t be judged; and not to condemn so | won’t be condemned,;
give me grace to pardon so | will be pardoned. Luke 6:37

Help me accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on
his opinions. Romans 14:1

| want to stop passing judgment on one another. Instead of judging | determine not to put any
stumbling block or obstacle in my brother's way. Rom 14:13

Have fun with the other passages.

DAY THREE

Try beginning the session with turning one of Paul’s prayers into a personal prayer.
Father | ask that the Chico family may be saturated with the knowledge of Your desires in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding, so that we may to live our lives in a manner worthy of You. May we be fully pleasing to
You, bearing spiritual fruit in every good work and increase in the knowledge of You. May You strengthen us
with all power, according to Your glorious might, that will enable us to endure (hang in there) and show
longsuffering with joy, giving thanks to You Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light. Colossians 1:9-12
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Today is a day to consider the command not to be embittered. | didn’t spend time on the
subject so following is an extended treatment. Years ago we spend numerous messages on the
subject that is available upon request along with the audio of a series on anger and one on
bitterness.

“Uprooting Bitter Roots”
Hebrews identifies three deadly infections that critically cripple the church. God calls the entire
Christian community to guard against their spread in the community.
1. Guard against anyone falling short of God’s enabling grace
2. Guard against the spread of bitter roots

> The character of bitterness
Definition

Bitterness describes the presence of negative thoughts and emotions in the soul
toward those I hold responsible for an actual or perceived offense intentionally or
unintentionally inflicted upon me or someone | care about.

These negative and destructive thoughts and emotions can be directed toward God, myself or

others. Whoever I deem responsible for failure to live up to my expectations, didn’t come

through for me or caused me discomfort becomes the object of my negative thoughts and

emotions. Bitter roots develop due to the failure to properly address wounds and offenses.

Wounds and offenses are unavoidable — bitterness is.

God instructs the community of Christ to passionately “see to it” that root out bitterness. All of

us must passionately guard against the spread of bitter roots in the Christian community.
Description

Bitterness is like an infected wound.

Bitterness is like a polluted stream.

Bitterness is like an aggressive plant that takes over the garden.

Characteristics from Hebrews 12:15
...Seeing to it that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled
Hebrews 12:15
Bitterness is a community issue
Bitterness is distasteful and poisonous
Bitterness begins underground
Bitterness eventually surfaces
Bitterness entangles us
Bitterness defiles others

» The cause of bitterness is pride

The bitter plants of negative and destructive thoughts and emotions toward God, myself or

others flourishes in the soil of self-centeredness or pride. The selfish focus of “me and mine”

becomes the perfect environment for the germination and proliferation of destructive bitter
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roots. Scripture clearly traces the source of all relational meltdown and dysfunction to selfish
ambition and bitter jealousy arising from selfish pride; energized by the world, the flesh and the
devil.

» The consequences of bitterness

Bitterness creeps its way into every person’s life. There is no shortage of stories illustrating its
devastating effects on the kingdom of God over the centuries. Its destruction can be traced all
the way back to the very first family. God counseled Cain (Adam and Eve’s firstborn son) to
beware how he dealt with his negative thoughts and bitter jealousy toward his brother Abel.
God counseled him to master the temptation to harbor those negative feelings toward another.
He ignored the counsel and it quickly led to murder — the ultimate expression of bitterness.

Bitterness has severe consequences on the giver and the receiver. It destroys churches. It
destroys families. It ruins marriages. It severs relationships. It ravages spiritual, mental and
emotional health as well as physical health. Paul indicated that a failure to forgive makes us
Vulnerable to Satan’s schemes.
But whom you