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“The Greatest News Ever” 
Digging Deeper Notes for Message March 1, 2015 

REVIEW 

Begin by reading 1 Peter 1:1-12 to get the flow of the argument. Read the notes and then at the 
end I have included a sampling of Old Testament prophecies related to Messiah. What should 
have the Old Testament prophets known about Messiah if they had studied carefully? 
 
Peter wrote a letter to a community of believers scattered all around Asia Minor or what is now modern day 
Turkey. Many of them had been in Jerusalem at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit mightily came upon the 
believers there. Maybe there was some reading this letter that started church groups in the region. They were 
currently suffering persecution from the pagans of the areas in which they lived because of their trust in 
Christ. Peter wrote this letter to encourage them and instruct them as to how they, as true follower of Jesus, 
should live among unbelievers. He opened his letter with a blessing: “May grace and peace be multiplied to 
you.” Next, he urged them to bless God for their glorious salvation. Before exhorting them to live godly among 
the ungodly, he encouraged them to focus on the glorious nature of their salvation. God, according to his 
great mercy, had specially called them and caused them to be born again. He equipped them to be members 
of His spiritual community. Such privilege inspires a daily hope or confidence based on the reality of the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
 
Because of this new birth into God’s family, they qualified for a secure inheritance; an inheritance 
imperishable, undefiled and unfading securely reserved in heaven. I believe the core concept of this 
inheritance relates to our unimaginable salvation that began at new birth and will find completion at the 
return of Jesus. This promised inheritance includes so much more, but what good is an inheritance if you don’t 
have the capacity or wherewithal to actually enjoy it? Not only is our inheritance protected but Peter 
reminded them that the inheritors were protected by the power of God until the full extent of their salvation 
would finally be revealed and realized “in the last time.” 
 
Peter acknowledged their exuberant expression of joy at their inclusion in God’s family in spite of current 
distressing circumstances which he called various, temporary but necessary trials. It was those trials that 
demonstrated the genuineness of their faith which would result in personal praise, glory and honor at Christ’s 
return. He acknowledged their continued love for and faith in Christ even though they had never seen Him 
personally expressed by an inexpressible glorious joy. This genuine faith would result in the ultimate 
completion of their transformation. Peter reflected an all-encompassing view of salvation. He tracked it from 
election in eternity past to their present calling and new birth all the way through to its present struggle and 
ultimate completion at the return of Jesus in the last times and beyond. Peter assured them that this salvation 
concept was not a new thing. God determined the whole process even before the foundation of the world. 
 
The next three verses connect their current understanding of salvation with what the inspired prophets 
predicted hundreds of years previous. 

“As to this salvation” 
This clause refers to the great salvation currently under discussion and about which he initially called them to 
bless God. Peter added additional perspective to the salvation message. He highlights six particular points. 

 The inspired prophets of old studied it carefully. 

 The prophets proclaimed it faithfully by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

 The Gospel centers on the sufferings and glories of Christ. 

 Their revelation was for a future generation. 
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 The Gospel was NOW preached through Holy Spirit inspired preachers. 

 Even the angels passionately observe it’s unfolding. 

1. The inspired prophets of old studied it carefully. 

“As to this salvation” 
  the prophets carefully searched and inquired” 

Peter used two similar words for the act of searching. Both words add the Greek intensifier “ek” indicating the 
intensity or carefulness of the search. One commentator identifies a slight meaning difference between the 
two terms. One indicates a general search from every point of view. The other indicates a specific intense 
search as a minor searching for precious metals or a desperate search for a missing person. God wants us to 
realize that the prophets were more than mere mouthpieces. They were fully engaged in searching out the 
things God was revealing to them. Most likely, Peter refers to the Old Testament prophets who wrote under 
the careful inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Prophets did more than predict future events. They proclaimed the 
word of the Lord. “Thus says the Lord!” In a sense, they were both foretellers AND forth tellers. They predicted 
and proclaimed truth. What were they diligently searching for? God was telling them of a future grace for a 
future people. I love Peter’s description here concerning the subject of the prophesies. 
“the prophets who prophesied about the grace for YOU” 
 
The “YOU ALL” of course applied to the ones reading this letter thousands of years after the initial prediction. 
If anything, this salvation is about God’s GRACE for YOU. Peter equates salvation with God’s unearned 
blessing, favor, grace. What they wanted to know the timing and the identity of the One the Holy Spirit was 
indicating would come to save them. 

inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. 1 Peter 1:11 

Peter indicates they were continuously trying to figure out who it was and when He would come. All they 
knew was that the Holy Spirit regularly made plain that someone would come that would experience 
sufferings followed by glories and they were trying to figure out who and when. God slowly revealed the 
identity of Messiah; the Christ from the beginning. The story of grace started from the day of the rebellion of 
Adam and Eve. 

I will put enmity between you (Satan) and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head (fatal blow), and you shall bruise his 
heel. (Temporary blow)” Genesis 3:15  

From the “Seed of the woman” God narrows it to the offspring of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. From Jacob God 
narrowed it to the Tribe of Judah. From the tribe of Judah it narrowed further to the root of Jesse. From a root 
of Jesse we end up with a “son of David”. Messiah would need to come from David’s line. Matthew traces the 
linage of Jesus back to David. Luke traces the linage of Jesus back through David to Adam. 
 
As to the time, the prophets had little to go on until Daniel who then received a time revelation for the future 
to the point where at the time of Jesus many were expecting the arrival of the Messiah. 
 
2. The prophets proclaimed it faithfully by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit  

Peter made it clear that what the prophets wrote was not of their own making. He adamantly asserted that is 
was the Spirit of Christ that made these things known. 

inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 1 Peter 1:11 
 
In his second letter, Peter even more clearly expressed his view of divine inspiration. 

And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts,  knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:19-21 
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Paul affirmed to timothy that the Scriptures are divinely inspired. 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it  and how from childhood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings (Old Testament), which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 
3:14-17 
 

Much could be said about how the study of prophecy powerfully confirms the supernatural nature of the 
Scriptures. People who refuse to recognize the divine nature of the Bible completely miss the whole unified 
story of salvation from beginning to end. 
 
3. The Gospel centers on the sufferings and glories of Christ. 

The prophets predicted many things concerning the promised Messiah besides His linage. They predicted his 
offices, His character, His works, down to the intimate details of His crucifixion and resurrection.  (See digging 
deeper notes for an expanded study on fulfilled prophesy. 
 
Jesus Himself quoted from Isaiah (61:1-2) concerning work. 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.  And the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him.  And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:16-21 
 

Two golden threads weave through the Old Testament concerning Messiah. The suffering servant and the 
triumphant King. The sacrificial Lamb of God and the sovereign lion of Judah. The Holy Spirit predicted these 
two things from the beginning. The bruised by would become the bruiser of Satan.  Genesis 3 By the time we 
arrive at Revelation, we find the Lamb sitting upon the Throne. 
 

inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 1 Peter 1:11 
 
Notice that Peter used plurals (sufferings and glories). The Holy Spirit predicted many of the various sufferings 
of Christ on earth. Many of the events of the last days of Jesus on earth were predicted in precise detail. 
Gambling for clothes, amount of betrayal money, crucifixion details (Psa 22); abandonment by disciples. 
 
The odds of just eight of these precise predictions coming true in one individual are astronomical.  In fact, 1 in 
10 to 127th power. 
 
The Jews, including the disciples, tripped over the suffering servant part. They were all focused on a 
conquering king that would deliver them from Rome. The Holy Spirit clearly spoke to and through Isaiah about 
the suffering of Messiah ending with a note of glory or triumph. 

Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root 
out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.  He was despised and rejected by men; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, 
who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?  And they made his grave with the wicked and with a 
rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to 
grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  Out of the 
anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 
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iniquities.  Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was 
numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. Isaiah 53:1-12 

Peter initially couldn’t fathom the suffering component either. 
And Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.  And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.  But turning around and seeing His disciples, 
He rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." Mark 8:31-33 
 

After the resurrection, Jesus broke in on a conversation between two of His followers on the road to Emmaus. 
Let’s join the conversation. 

And behold, two of them were going that very day (Resurrection day) to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem.  And they were 
talking with each other about all these things which had taken place.  While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with 
them.  But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him.  And He said to them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are 
walking?" And they stood still, looking sad.  One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, "Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the 
things which have happened here in these days?"  And He said to them, "What things?" And they said to Him, "The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to the sentence of death, and 
crucified Him.  "But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened.  "But 
also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a 
vision of angels who said that He was alive.  "Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they 
did not see."  And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer 
these things and to enter into His glory?"  Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 
Scriptures.  And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther.  But they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for 
it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over." So He went in to stay with them.  When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread 
and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight.  They said to 
one another, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?"  And they got up that 
very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them,  saying, "The Lord has really risen and has appeared to 
Simon."  They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.  While they were telling these things, 
He Himself stood in their midst and *said to them, "Peace be to you."  But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit.  And He 
said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  "See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."  And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.  While they still could not believe it because 
of their joy and amazement, He said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?"  They gave Him a piece of a broiled fish; and He took it and ate it before them.  
Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ 
would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem.  "You are witnesses of these things.  "And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high." Luke 24:13-49 

This is just what Peter asserts here. The prophets fully predicted the suffering of the author of salvation. 
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through 
sufferings. Hebrews 2:10 
 

The glories to follow?  That is a whole series of messages in itself. 
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  For this reason also, God highly 
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:8-11 
 

Jesus begged to return to the glory he experienced before coming to the earth. 
"Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. John 17:5  
 
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. Colossians 3:4  
 
By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the 
nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory. 1 Timothy 3:16 
 

Interesting enough, believers must travel the same path of suffering before glory. 
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Peter, later in his letter, instructs believers to focus on a future glory while enduring present suffering. In fact, 
he insists that we are called to suffering as Jesus suffered. We will reserve an extended discussion on the topic 
when we get to it in the letter. 
4.  The revelation was for a future generation. 

“It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you” 
The Holy Spirit let the prophets know that the information they received wouldn’t come about in their time.   
They wrote for a future generation who would see its fulfilment in their time. Remember, sometimes what 
you suffer and learn today may not be for you. You may have a message that the next generation will need to 
hear. 

“These things” 
Of course Peter referred to the things concerning salvation under discussion. 
 

5. The same Gospel was NOW preached through Holy Spirit inspired preachers. 

What was predicted by the prophets, God revealed in the reader’s time by the preachers. 
It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which NOW have been announced to you through those who preached the 
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven… 1 Peter 1:12  

Paul talked about the revealed mysteries surrounding the gospel. 
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of 
the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. Ephesians 1:9-10 

The same Holy Spirit who spoke to the prophets now revealed the mysteries of the amazing grace of God and 
possibility of salvation for people through apostles. 
 
This reminds me of a verse so often misused and misinterpreted because it gets ripped from its context. 

But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 1 Corinthians 2:9  
This verse has been used for centuries to encourage mourners at memorial services about the wonderful 
things their loved one now experiences. It is true; there will be things beyond our imagination when we enter 
heaven. However that is NOT what the apostle taught HERE. 
 
Listen to the very next verse. 

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 1 Cor 2:10 
What the prophets searched to know and understand, God reveals to us through the Holy Spirit. 

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 1 Corinthians 2:12 
Never take for granted the privilege of living in this age. Never take for granted the access we have to the 
Scriptures. Never take for granted the illuminating and enlightening ministry of the Holy Spirit. We have a 
greater understanding of this salvation; this grace. 

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, 
that we might receive the adoption as sons.  Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  Therefore you 
are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. Galatians 4:4-7 
 

6. Even the angels passionately observe salvation’s unfolding. 

It is this salvation that is the constant fascination of the angels of heaven. 
…things into which angels long to look. 1 Peter 1:12  

Peter used a very strong word often translated “lust”.  It indicates a continual deep passion or longing to look 
at this salvation. The word translated “look” means to stoop down for closer examination. It is a present tense 
verb which means it is their continual passion to observe the playing out of God’s grand salvation plan. 

For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. 1 
Corinthians 4:9 
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To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration 
of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to 
the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies. Ephesians 3:8-10 

 
The angels were not so privileged to experience salvation first hand. They weren’t covered by this grace plan. 
They were on the one strike you’re out plan.  

For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. Hebrews 2:16 
 

We have so much opportunity to hear the greatest news ever. The actual application of this whole section 
follows in the rest of the letter. 

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, keeping sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1 
Peter 1:13 
Be holy for I am holy 
Conduct yourselves in fear 
Fervently love one another from the heart 
Long for the pure milk of the word 
Abstain from fleshly lusts 
Keep your behavior excellent 
Submit to authorities 
Suffer for Christ’s sake 
 

Today however let’s do as the readers of Peter’s letter did. 
Greatly rejoice in your great salvation, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  

 
and though you have not seen Him, keep loving Him, and though you do not see Him now, keep trusting in Him, and greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 
glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.  

 
Jesus was clear to the two followers on the road that the Scriptures speak of Him from 
beginning to end. 
Paul proclaimed the core of the gospel in 1 Cor 15 he died and rose ACCORDING TO THE 
SCRIPTURES. 
 Jesus also told the two on the road that Messiah is revealed in Moses, the prophets AND the 
Psalms. 
Other Messianic Prophecies 
Isa 25:9; 40:10; Jer 23:6; Micah 5:2 
 
These Psalms preview Messiah’s person and work. 
2,8,16,22,45,69,72,89,110,118,132 
 
Here are some of the commonly accepted Messianic Psalms. 
The body Song Psalm 40 
The Teacher Song Psalm 78 
The Shepherd Song Psalm 23 
The Passover Songs Psalm 116-118 
The Passion and Resurrection Song Psalm 22 
The Triumph Song Psalm 24 
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