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Chico Alliance Church 

August 23, 2015 
Pastor David Welch 

  
“Inner Cosmetics” 

Review  
Live godly in and ungodly world or live differently because you are different. 
What have we learned so far? 

I. Realize your new heritage as specially chosen children of God 1:3-12 

II. Live out your heritage as God’s specially chosen children 1:13-5:11 

F. Practice godly behavior in an ungodly world 2:12 

1. Citizens be subject to governmental authority 2:13-17 

2. Servants be subject to masters 2:18-24 

This directive to willingly serve relates to any who serve another in whatever capacity. Marriage, work, 
ministry, community service… 
Here is a summary of points gathered from the group of passages that address godly service.  
Positive Actions 

 Willingly and continuously subject yourself to authority in everything. 

 Gracefully endure any unjust treatment. 

 Serve heartily and render service as you would to the Lord. 

 Be well pleasing. 

 Serve Christian authorities even more. 

Negative Actions 

 Don’t argue. 

 Don’t pilfer. 

 Don’t be disrespectful. 

Positive Attitudes 

 Serve with respect. 

 Serve with a sincere heart not just external or just when the boss is looking. 

 Serve with all honor 

Positive Motivations 

 Serve well because of an awareness of God’s presence. 

 Serve well in order to please God. 

 Serve well knowing God is the true rewarder of our service, not man. 

3. Jesus left an example of faithful service to others 

a. The call to suffer for doing good 

b. The example of Jesus 

 He DID NOT commit sin 

 He DID NOT speak deceit 

 He DID NOT revile when being reviled 

 He DID NOT utter threats 

 He continued entrusting Himself to the Father  

 He suffered for our sake 

c. The result of Jesus’ suffering  

His suffering paid for our sin and healed our rebellious heart. Understanding the previous summary and the 
example of Jesus is important because Peter references the details for two more specific applications. 
 

4. Wives winning behavior 3:1-6 

In this passage the instructions for wives covers 6 verses while the instructions for the husbands only 1. There 
are three other New Testament passages addressing the role and responsibility of husbands and wives. 
Ephesians, where the instruction to wives covers 3 verses while the instruction to  
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Husbands 9. 
Colossians, gives 1 verse each to husbands and wives. 
 
What was going on in the culture that necessitated such instruction? Why would following this instruction 
make such an impact on those observing how Christian families related to each other? 
 
The state of the family in both Paul and Peter’s day was surprisingly similar to what we observe today. 
• Divorces were rampant. 
• Jerome tells of one roman woman who married her 23rd husband and she was his 21st wife.   
• Rome also had a rampant women’s lib movement.   
• Women didn’t want to have children because they thought it hurt the looks of their bodies.  
• Women wanted to do everything that men did so there were women wrestlers, women fencers, and 
according to Juvenal, women joined in men’s hunts.  
“with spear in hand and breasts exposed, they took to pig-sticking. What modesty can you expect from a woman 

who wears a helmet, shuns her own sex, and delights in feats of strength?” 

 
To this declining culture, God, through the Apostles, re-emphasizes the timeless, original plan for the family.  
 
I couldn’t decide how to approach this information so I will teach today from this passage and provide the 
data from the other passages in a topical outline in your notes for you to peruse later.  The outline for this 
message comes from the passage at hand. 
Disclaimer: I will do my best to teach the content of this passage. Whatever “heartburn” this creates for you, 
take it up with the original author. 
 

a. The Manner of service  3:1 

“likewise” similarly, in the same manner 
Peter called for a submission similar to the voluntary service prescribed earlier and similar to the example of 
sacrificial service left by Jesus. 
 

b. Mandate #1  3:1 

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word 

Peter used the same word previously used regarding government and servants. It is a voluntary placing of 
one’s self under the authority of another. What a distasteful word has become in our culture.   It is the 
dreaded and often misused “S” word.  Yet to God, it is the heart of all human relationships. It is the opposite 
of selfishness. 
 
The word for “submit” is made up of two Greek words. 
1.  “Arrange, place, order, rank”     2.  “under” 
The resulting concept is to place under, rank under, arrange under. Submission was used in the sense of a 
voluntary placement of one’s rights and needs below the rights and needs of another.  Submission takes the 
role of a servant to another.  This concept lies at the heart of what it means to be a child of God.  Everywhere 
we are told to consider others more important than ourselves.  Jesus, although he deserved honor and glory 
and worship and service, did not come to be served but gave his life for others. Submission has nothing to do 
with personal worth, intellect, or even ability. Submission is an attitude of humility and deference toward 
another. In the marriage it relates to role not worth. God created Eve as a “helper” suitable for Him. God knew 
that man could not accomplish the divine directive on his own. Ladies, lest you think that “helper” is a 
demeaning term, look at how this same word was used of God Himself. 
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Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.  For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in 

his holy name. Psalm 33:20-21 

Husbands, just as we need God’s help, we need the help of our wives. 
 
Peter attached two qualifiers to this mandate. 
One, it is only to your own husband not to anyone else’s. 
Two, it includes those disobedient to God. 
 
The phrase “disobedient to the word” primarily had to do with anyone who was unresponsive to God or His 
word. The usage in the New Testament exclusive pointed to an unbeliever. While there are some Christian 
husbands living in disobedience, the primary application is to a non-Christian husband. Peter encourages 
Christian wives to even submit to a non-Christian husband. 
 

c. Motivation 3:1-2 

If Peter called for submission to the most difficult of circumstances how much more to a Christian husband. 
 
Why should a wife follow these instructions?  
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won 

without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 1 Peter 3:1-2 

Just as one of the motivations to submit to government and authorities is to be a positive witness to the glory 
of God, Peter includes the same reason for wives to submit to their own husbands. 
 
Why should wives conduct themselves this way? 
…they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure 

conduct. 

 

The term “won” has a broad range of meaning. 
“Win” = to gain, to profit -- It is used both materially and relationally. 
 
The “winning” then can refer to winning them to Christ or to more productive relationship. 
Paul used the word extensively in relation to winning some to Christ by service. 
For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.  To the Jews I 

became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being 

myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.  To those outside the law I became as one outside 

the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law.  

To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means 

I might save some.  I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 1 Cor 9:19-

23 

It is clear as to what Paul means by win when he switched to the common word for “save” at the end of the 
declaration. 
 
Following are some usages for the term “win” in regard to a restoration of common unified relationship. 
“Go to your brother and reprove him in private, if he listens to you, you have won your brother.” Matt 18:15 

“But the Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the multitudes, they stoned Paul and 

dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.” Acts 14:19 

“Having won over the king’s chamberlain, they were asking for peace” Acts 12:20 

By observing the usage of this word in these passages, the winning does not necessarily refer only to winning 
to Christ but winning with regard to improvement in the marriage relationship itself. A faithful wife who 
responds to the husband with this kind of attitude and behavior has a much greater chance that her husband 
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will see the error of his ways and they in turn develop a working relationship of peace and unity.  To react out 
of hostility, fear and control will only intensify the relationship struggle and reinforce the effects of the curse 
on the marriage relationship. The means of the “winning” here is not words but respectful behavior. 
The emphasis is winning without words. 

d. Mandate #2    3:3-4 

The second mandate employs a “not this only but that more” structure. 
Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing 

you wear—  but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle 

and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 1 Peter 3:3-4 

Peter addresses the issue of outer and inner “adornment” which is the Greek word “kosmos” from which we 
get our word “cosmetics”. It is critical to note that Peter does not opt for inner cosmetics to exclusion of 
exterior cosmetics as some insist. He emphasizes the value of the inner over the outer in reference to 
marriage relationships. Some insist that women should not wear jewelry or use cosmetics. If one chose to 
apply this passage from an exclusionary viewpoint they would also of necessity have to ban wearing of 
clothes. Peter simply calls for an emphasis on inner rather than exterior beauty. 
 
Hollywood is a prime example of the uselessness of external beauty when it comes to relationships. Who has 
one of the highest divorce rates?  The externally beautiful! Women in that culture did emphasize the outer 
clothes, jewelry and hairstyles to the exclusion of inner beauty. 
 
What inner qualities did Peter highlight? The concept of “spirit” has to do with one’s inner demeanor or 
attitude. 
 
“Gentle spirit” 

Jesus himself had such a spirit.  It was because He entrusted His soul to a faithful creator. 
“Blessed are the gentle for they shall inherit the earth.” (Not by scraping to gain it) 

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart...” 

“Behold your king is coming to you gentle, and mounted on a donkey.” 

When fear and anxiety rule our spirit, it generally leads to an attempt to control the circumstances or the 
husband in order to protect or insulate ourselves. 
 

“Quiet spirit” 

Quiet refers to a state of tranquility, stillness. The opposite of a quiet spirit is a hostile, anxious, restless, or 
fidgety spirit or attitude. 
Prov 12:4 An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, But she who shames him is as rottenness in his bones.   

Proverbs 14:1 The wise woman builds her house, But the foolish tears it down with her own hands.   

Proverbs 19:13 A foolish son is destruction to his father, and the contentions of a wife are a constant dripping.   

Proverbs 21:9  It is better to live in a corner of a roof, than in a house shared with a contentious woman.   

Proverbs 21:19 It is better to live in a desert land, than with a contentious and vexing woman.   

Proverbs 27:15 A constant dripping on a day of steady rain and a contentious woman are alike;   

A gentle and quiet spirit does not mean the woman says nothing or is always silent no matter what.  Peter 
addresses the manner and intensity of the communication not the fact of or content of communication.  He 
focuses on the one whose basic concern for others dictates their manner of communication. She is one who is 
not driven by fear or a personal agenda but hopes in the Lord and has greater concern for His ultimate agenda. 
 
It is the attitude of one who has nothing to fear thus no reason to demand control. 
Proverbs 31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised  

She exhibits a spirit which has desires, which she brings continually before the Lord, but refuses to make 
continual demands for change. 
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e. Motivation #2  3:4 

which in God’s sight is very precious. 

God views this kind of inner beauty as something extremely costly, valuable. Just like some extremely valuable 
gems, perhaps also rare in our current culture. 
 

f. Model of precious behavior – Sarah 3:5-6 

Peter appealed to Biblical women in general and Sarah, Abraham’s wife specifically as a model of this kind of 
submission. 
For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own 

husbands,  as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not 

fear anything that is frightening. 1 Peter 3:5-6 

Peter adds submission to the previous examples of “inner adornment”.  Notice the foundation of their inner 
character and outer conduct. Their ultimate hope or trust was in God not their husbands. They trusted God 
rather than fear their circumstances. Relationships suffer at the presence of fear. 
 

Brief survey of Sarah’s Response to Abraham 

 Left her home to a place not even Abraham knew where. Only that God directed Him 

 Left again during a famine to go to hostile Egypt 

 Silent about Abraham’s 1/2 truth to Pharaoh (God protected her in spite of Abraham)  

 Another move 

 Lived with relatives. 

 Let someone else choose the best of the land (Lot) 

 Participated in the promise of God to Abraham -- power of influence (Hagar) 

 Exhibited human reactions (fear, denial, unbelief at the news of pending pregnancy) 

 Loved children 

 Stood her ground regarding Isaac as the promised child (God told Abraham to listen to HER) 

 Woman of faith.  Heb 11 says God granted the ability to conceive on the basis of her faith 

 
Women who follow the example of Jesus and Sarah in their serving are her children. That includes dealing with 
fear. Fear the consequences of a husband’s stupid decision. Fear the ability of your husband to deal with an 
issue so you need to protect yourself. It is clear that Peter does not require submission to an unbiblical 
directive. It was the same as submission to government. We must always obey God over any human authority. 
 
It does not mean that the wife is a “door mat”. Sarah spoke to an obvious failure in Abraham to follow God. 
In her case, God intervened and spoke to Abraham. Since the rebellion, the marriage relationship has 
struggled with the curse instituted on the man and the woman. Woman lost her willing support and seeks to 
control her husband. Man lost his loving leadership and seeks to dominate his wife. 
 
The only way to establish a godly marriage is to return to the original design. The only way to do that is when 
both surrender their lives to the only one who is able to reverse the curse at all levels. Jesus modeled willing 
service. Jesus also modeled loving leadership. When He is at the center of a marriage, the marriage will be 
centered. 
 
APPLICATION 
Is your primary focus internal or external? It is not prohibited to look good. Just make sure the internal 
accompanies the external. 
Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman without discretion. Proverbs 11:22  
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Peter identifies the most valuable internal qualities as a submissive gentle and quiet wife.  
 
Does this describe your actions, tone, attitudes, words, manner in relation to your husband? 
Remember I am only trying to pass on what GOD wrote. 
 
Your action cannot be predicated on the obedience of your husband to the word. 
Your action must be motivated by a trust in God not a fear of what might happen. 
Your action must be motivated by a desire to minister to your husband for the glory of God. 
 
For any of us, our goal is to live godly in an ungodly world. If we are to greatly impact our culture, we must live 
counter to the current unbiblical culture in which we live. 
 

The Following Notes gather from all the primary passages  
on the role and responsibility of the wife. 

 

Role of the Wife -- Willing Support of the Leader 
Genesis 1 The Original Plan 

Genesis 2:18-25 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for 

him."  And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them 

to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name.  And the 

man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not 

found a helper suitable for him.  So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took 

one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place.  And the LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had 

taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  And the man said, 

 "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; 

 She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."   

For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  

And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.   

God created the woman to complete His image in man. God declared that it was not good that man should be by 

himself. Even in a perfect environment and in spite of an untainted relationship with God, it was not good that 

man should be left by himself. God never intended that man should function in isolation without 

companionship. 

 

Man was created in God’s image.   God is a relational God. God has eternally existed in perfect community. 

When we operate outside of meaningful relationships, we are living outside of design. Until the fabulous 

fashioning of Eve, Adam found no one “corresponding to him.” There was no one with whom he could relate 

on an equal level. There was no one to share life with him. He was separate and isolated in the garden and God 

declared, “It is NOT good!” 

 

God set out then to create a helper, one “corresponding to him.” 

 “helper” 
I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; Where does my help come from?  My help comes from the LORD, Who made 

heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1-2 

Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 

How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, Whose hope is in the LORD his God Psalm 146:5. 

"There is none like the God of Jeshurun, Who rides the heavens to your help, And through the skies in His majesty. 

Deut. 33:26 

But I am afflicted and needy; Hasten to me, O God!  Thou art my help and my deliverer; O LORD, do not delay.  Psalm 

70:5 
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This role of helper is not a role which implies inferior weakness.   It is an expressive role which implies capable 

strength, creative skills and committed love. Just as God delights in a role as helper to us the wife finds her 

completion in the powerful role as one called alongside of man in their mutual role of reflecting the Godhead 

and glorious image of God. This willing support came from “one corresponding to him” Someone he could 

relate to on an equal level, a companion. God’s identification of the role of the wife is never as an inferior, 

weak, slave girl, doormat kind of role. 

 
The role of the woman is an honorable, powerful, influential role. 
Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth. Proverbs 5:18 

An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who shames him is as rottenness in his bones. Proverbs 12:4 

He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the LORD.   

House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the LORD. Proverbs 19:14 

An excellent wife, who can find?  For her worth is far above jewels. Proverbs 31:10 

 

The New Testament affirms this pattern for the family. 
1 Cor. 11:2-3 Now I praise you because you remember me in everything, and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I 

delivered them to you.  But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a 

woman, and God is the head of Christ.   

 

1 Cor. 11:8-9 For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; for indeed man was not created for the 

woman's sake, but woman for the man's sake.   

The union between husband and wife illustrates the relationship of Christ and the church which must include 

the concept of differing roles. Loving leadership and willing support. The family (and the church) is designed to 

operate smoothly and draw out the best and demand the best from each partner in the relationship. God wisely 

built mutuality into the family. 
1 Cor. 11:11-12 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.  For 

as the woman originates from the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from 

God.   One partner cannot function effectively without the other. 

God designed for us to experience a one flesh existence. But in order for us to fully experience what God 

designed there must be a team mentality. If you hurt one part of your body, the rest suffers. If one part of the 

body refuses to function as designed, every other part of the body suffers. What happens if the lungs decide they 

will no longer submit to the head’s prompting to oxygenate the blood? What happens if the head no longer 

sends prompting to the lungs? In either case the body dies. God designed a built-in mutuality even though 

direction comes from the head. 

 

All too often the husband and wife spend so much time arguing about roles and who is going to do what. The 

whole point of kingdom impact is forgotten or overlooked. The body becomes ineffective because it fails to 

work together as an interdependent team. 

 

The role of the man in the family is loving leadership. 

The role of the woman in the family is willing support. 
 

Man's sin brought devastation to God's original design. The desire and attempt to operate independently of the 

Creator completely affected the divine order of the family. 

 
 
 
Genesis 3 Judgment for Insubordination 
Serpent -- Ultimate judgment upon the serpent would come from the “seed” of the woman. 

Woman –  
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To the woman He said,” I will greatly multiply  Your pain in childbirth, In pain you shall bring forth children;  

Yet your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you." Genesis 3:16 

Increased labor in the child bearing process. 

An increased desire to control the husband 

Tyrannical rule by the husband 

The Hebrew word for “desire” is found two others places in Scripture. One in Song of Solomon 7 where a 

“desire to have” in a romantic sense is implied The other occurrence may be found in the next chapter of 

Genesis which describes sin’s desire to control Cain. 
but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell. Then the LORD 

said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? "If you do well, will not your countenance be 

lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it." 

Genesis 4:5-7 

I believe the use of this word in the verse here, being found in the context of sin, is best understood in the sense 

of a desire to control. In response to the woman’s lost desire to support, and a newly acquired desire to control, 

the man abandoned his desire to lovingly lead and adopted a tyrannical rule over the woman in a feeble effort to 

maintain dominance. As a result of sin against God, they would both experience hardship and emptiness in their 

attempt to fulfill their God given roles under the curse. Rather than experience divine satisfaction in their roles 

they would continually fight the divinely decreed design and live out the rest of their days in trouble. 

 
Such a dilemma prompted Paul to caution those wanting to get married. 

A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, 

only in the Lord. But in my opinion she is happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also have the Spirit of God. 

1 Cor. 7:39-40 

 
I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he is. Are you bound to 

a wife? Do not seek to be released. Are you released from a wife? Do not seek a wife. But if you marry, you have not 

sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and I am trying to spare you. 1 

Cor. 7:26-28 

 
To the Man, the curse increased labor in cultivating the earth. What God intended to bring pleasure and 

fulfillment now yields some of the greatest pain and frustration and relational disillusionment ever imagined. 

Without divine intervention marriage will continue to miss the mark. Marriage will not picture the wonder of a 

satisfying companionship that God originally intended. History has borne out the gravity of this curse on all 

levels of society especially marriage and family. Even at the time of Paul’s writing, the state of the family was 

surprisingly similar to what we are experiencing today. 

 

Responsibility of the wife to the husband 
1.  Submit to their husbands 
What a distasteful word that has become.  It is the dreaded and often misused “S” word. Yet to God, it is the 

heart of human relationships. It is the opposite of selfishness. 

The word for “submit” is made up of two Greek words. 

1.  “Arrange, place, order, rank”     2.  “under” 

The resulting concept is to place under, rank under, arrange under. 

 

General Concept of Submission 
Submission was used in the sense of a voluntary placement of one’s rights and needs below the rights and needs 

of another. Submission takes the role of a servant to another. This concept lies at the heart of what it means to 

be a child of God. Everywhere we are told to consider others more important than ourselves. Jesus, although he 

deserved honor and glory and worship and service, did not come to be served but gave his life for others. 

Submission has nothing to do with personal worth, intellect, or even ability. 
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Submission is an attitude of humility and deference toward another. 

 

It is in this sense that we are all to be subject to one another in reverence for Christ. 

 

Submission is a refusal to demand personal rights or clamor for position but takes a delight in becoming God’s 

instrument in the life of another. James asks, “What is the source of quarrels among you?” He argues that it is 

the self-centered demand for fulfillment of ones’ personal rights and the desire to obtain that lies at the source 

of the quarrels among us. From this perspective the Bible teaches mutual submission. 

Husbands to wives. 

Wives to husbands. 

Parents to children. 

Children to parents. 

Masters to slaves. 

Slaves to masters. 

In this passage concerning relationships in 1 Peter, Peter spent a significant section describing the example of 

Christ as servant.   There he used the example of Christ as a model for all relationships. 

“In the same way wives submit yourselves to your husbands...” 

“Likewise husbands live with your wives with understanding and honor.” 

This is an attitude of servanthood that voluntarily puts the needs of others first.   Biblical submission in the 

family must imitate the submission of Jesus. Refraining from the things He avoided. Embracing the purposes 

He embraced. 

 

Let’s explore the key Scriptures associated with role and responsibility of wives. 
Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the 

head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives 

ought to be to their husbands in everything. Ephes. 5:22-24 

 
Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Col. 3:18 

 
In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the 

word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful 

behavior. And let not your adornment be merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on 

dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 

precious in the sight of God. For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn 

themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have 

become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear. 1 Peter 3 1-6 

 

 Scope of submission 
 “in everything” 

 “as is fitting in the Lord” 

 “even if he is disobedient to the word” 
Response to the head does not include immoral or destructive directions. The role of wives is to be a supporter 

not an enabler. The wife is not called to take on the husband’s role. She is called to support him in his role as 

loving leader. 

 

 Manner of Submission 
 As to the Lord 

 As the church is subject to  Christ 

 With chaste(pure)  and respectful (reverent) behavior 

 With the internal adornment of a gentle and quiet spirit 
The basic point of the passage points out that the foundation of real beauty lies internally not externally. 

Peter outlines not only what is beautiful to others but what God considers beautiful. 
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 Models of Submission 
 Jesus’ service for the church” 1 Peter 2-3 

 Holy women who hoped in God” 

 Sarah’s response to Abraham” 

 

 Results of submission 
 Wins husbands 

 Identifies with the holy women of old (children of Sarah) 

 Brings honor to the Word of God 
to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 

dishonored. Titus 2:5 

 

 Pleases the Lord (be precious in His sight) 

 

The woman’s role is willing support. The woman’s response is first submission to the head. 

Notice! each passage adds that submission is to “their own husbands.” 

 

 

2. Love husbands and children Titus 2:3-5 
Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching 

what is good, that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, 

pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored. Titus 

2:3-5 

The passage in Paul’s letter to Titus provides more insight into how God intended a woman  to respond to her 

husband and in life. 

Reverent behavior 

Not gossips  

Not enslaved to wine or other numbing devices. 

Teaching others what is good. 

Look at the curriculum for the school of holy women. 

 How to love your husband 

 How to love your children 

 How to live sensibly 

 How to keep pure 

 How to be effective workers at home 

 How to be kind to others. 

 How to live in submission to husbands. 

All women have a mission. You can operate according to your role even if you aren’t presently married. What 

is most significant in this passage is the necessity for older women to teach younger women how to love. The 

word for love used here is not the common word for love found in the New Testament. This is not the kind of 

love based in the will. What Paul asks women to teach other women is how to have a warm fondness or 

companionship or sense of friendship with their husbands and with the children. This kind of love is modeled 

by other women and can be taught and must be taught. 
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3.  Respect 
The word here is the same word used for fear (phobos). The idea is a respect or reverence. To approach 

something with a sense of respect and honor and care. Ladies, men are wired to respond to respect. A man's 

greatest need is for significance and respect. What happens when two men first meet? Usually, the first question 

is, What you do?” When women meet they are generally more concerned about relationship. 

 

Why is it that men enjoy getting involved in everyone else’s fix up jobs? We are sensitive, often insecure 

creatures who respond positively to affirmation, not badgering. We were made to create and bring order into a 

chaotic world. Of course the fall has severely hampered and blocked that desire. When then walk in the flesh 

passivity rules. Affirmation and respect go long way when it comes to motivating guys to take seriously their 

God given role as loving leader. When men sense competition rather than cooperation, there is a tendency to 

either withdraw from responsibility (passive) or become tyrannical (aggressive). 

 

 
 


