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“Godly Husbands” 

Review  
Live godly in and ungodly world or live differently because you are different. 
What have we learned so far? 

I. Realize your new heritage as specially chosen children of God 1:3-12 

II. Live out your heritage as God’s specially chosen children 1:13-5:11 

F. Practice godly behavior in an ungodly world 2:12 

1. Citizens godly behavior toward governmental authority 2:13-17 

2. Servants godly behavior toward masters 2:18-24 

3. Jesus’ example of sacrificial service to others 

4. Wives godly  behavior toward husbands 3:1-6 

5. Husbands godly behavior toward wives 3:7 

The flow of instruction in this whole section of Peter’s letter literally would look like this. 
This is how you are to specifically demonstrate good conduct in a dark world… 
You all be subject to every human institution. 
 As people who are free living as servants of God 
You all honor everyone. Love the brotherhood.  
 Servants submitting to masters  

for you have been called to the suffering of service to others like Jesus did 
 Wives submitting to their own husbands 
 Husbands living with their wives according to knowledge 
 Husbands demonstrating honor to their wives 
You all harmonious, sympathetic, loving, tenderhearted, humble minded. 
 
The instruction to husbands also begins with a “likewise”, “similarly”. The instruction to husbands connects to 
the previous examples and instruction regarding submitting one’s self to the service of another that may 
include personal sacrifice or suffering. 
 
Serving broken people nearly always includes personal sacrifice and suffering. 
Ministry to people is messy. 
Ministry to people can be a thankless effort. 
Ministry to people involves difficulty, stress and long-suffering. 
It is called long suffering for a reason. 
 
Submitting to the needs of others doesn’t always yield immediate reward. 
Sometimes it yields NO earthly reward either monetary or emotional. Peter clearly points out that it is our 
calling as children of God to serve others. Why should husbands do what Peter calls you to do here and Paul 
calls husbands to do in Ephesians and Colossians? 

God calls you to do it. 
Your ultimate reward comes from God. 
It pleases God. 
It is a way to tangibly serve Jesus. 
It benefits the lives of others. 
God designed us to grow through serving others. 
It keeps us from being selfish pigs. 
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Contrary to how I presented the instructions to wives, I am going to include the Biblical instruction from Paul 
since there is only one verse here to dissect. Our current passage yields two basic instructions for husbands 
regarding their wives including a consequence for failing to comply. Live according to knowledge, laud (honor) 
your wife. 
Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way as with a weaker vessel, showing honor to 

the woman, as fellow heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 1 Pet 3:7 

 
a. Live with them wisely (according to knowledge) 

Piggy backing on the previous discussion about voluntarily serving the needs of others, Peter instructs 
husbands to demonstrate their service by living with their wives “according to knowledge.” Peter tells 
husband to “dwell with, live with, reside together with” their wives.  It is the same term used regarding the 
Christian and the Holy Spirit.  This suggests communion, fellowship, companionship, closeness. Peter used a 
present participle indicating continuous action. The contemporary culture included husbands who married 
women to care for the household affairs but spent most of their time and affection with mistresses. 
 
Peter included the manner in which husbands should live with their wives. The literal translation is living 
together “according to knowledge”. Greeks used this term to indicate a general knowledge of something. 
They would sometimes translate this word as “science.” Experts still struggle to figure out the science of how a 
woman functions. The current trend to recognize little difference between male and female is just plain 
ignorant of the actual flagrant facts. The differences fuel a multitude of anecdotes and jokes about the 
difficulty men have in understanding women. There are fundamental God-designed differences between men 
and women. Otherwise one of us would be unnecessary. 
Men are from Mars, women are from Venus. 
One speaker demonstrates the difference by suggesting that women speak with pink megaphones and listen 
with pink hearing aids while men speak with blue megaphones and listen with blue hearing aids. 
 
Men and women often don’t speak the same language and hear something totally different than what was 
actually said. This makes communication and living according to knowledge a very stressful endeavor. 
Men clamored to the bookstore to purchase a newly published book titled, “Guide to Understanding Women” 
only to find that after the title page every page was blank. 
 
So what does it mean to live together according to knowledge? Peter gives one clue. 
“as with a weaker vessel” 

In what sense is a woman the weaker vessel? Peter used a term that most often refers to a container of some 
sort. In one place it is actually translated “body”. A man needs to realize that there are certain things more 
difficult for a woman. I do not think he intended mental capacity, skill level or spiritual capacity. In many ways 
women seem to live on a higher spiritual level than many men. That doesn’t mean God designed it that way, 
only that that is the way it is. Men have in some ways abdicated their spiritual responsibilities. The term 
“weaker” comes from two Greek terms the term “strength” with a negative in front of it meaning “without 
strength” sometimes translated “sick”. When it comes to physical strength, in a general sense, women do not 
equal men. It is not that some women aren’t physically stronger than some men. 
According to the National Strength and Conditioning Association, women generally produce about two-thirds 

the amount of total strength and applied force that men produce. Women are also physically built so that they 

generally carry two-thirds as much muscle mass as men. This proves that there is, in fact, a difference in 

strength, that men are typically stronger, and that most of the difference is based on body size and muscle 

cross-sectional area alone. 
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Whether Peter has other factors in mind, I don’t know. The application admonishes men to protect their wives 
by understanding their particular needs be it physical, emotional, environmental. Become a student of your 
wife. Seek to understand her communication. When you discover a “hot” button, learn to avoid it in the 
future. Contrary to modern day claims, the Bible actually places a very high value on women. It is not my 
intention to expand on the place of women at this time. I covered that subject some time ago in a series of 
messages. The point here is the responsibility of men to respond in a godly way to their wife. 
 
The first instruction is to live with them wisely. The second instruction in this passage is to… 

b. Laud (praise) them continuously 

granting honor to the woman, as fellow heirs with you of the grace of life 

“Grant her honor” Consider her a worthy vessel.  “grant, give, apportion, bestow” 
Honor is a continuous tense verb (action word) = value, show dignity, consider precious, esteem highly.  
Because she is an equal heir of Christ with us.  We men don’t have the corner on worthiness or honor in the 
kingdom of God.  
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, 

then you are Abraham’s offspring, fellow heirs according to promise. Gal 3:27-29 

We are all fellow heirs in Christ. Her physical weakness should inspire protection. Her equality with us should 
inspire praise.  
 How do we actively do this? 

Demonstrate by our words and actions that she is valuable. 
Publicly praising your wife is a means of honoring her. 

Whatever you do, do not make your wife the basis of jokes.  Marriage jokes are unhealthy. It wounds and 
eventually destroys her spirit. You lose because she closes her spirit to you and you dry up yourself.  Many 
women feel that everyone else and everything else comes before them.  They need to feel valued. That means 
her opinion is important. You are a team. To overlook the value of your wife in decision making is not only 
foolish, it is wrong. She has unique capabilities to see things you never even dreamed were important or 
necessary. Peter included a caution or consequence for failure to protect and praise our wife. 
so that your prayers may not be hindered. 1 Peter 3:7 

 
The word for hindered is a military term meaning “to cut in on, throw obstacles in the way, cut up the road, 
hinder normal movement”. In what way does the husband’s failure to protect and praise his wife hinder his 
prayer life? One, it is difficult to connect with God when we have neglected one of His kids. It is difficult to 
connect with God when we are living in direct disobedience. We become emotionally congested when things 
are not right with our spouse. 
 
The general admonition to make things right with an offended brother doubly applies to an offended spouse. 
So if you are offering your gift (prayer) at the altar and there remember that your brother (wife) has something 

against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother (wife), and then 

come and offer your gift (prayer). Matthew 5:23-24 

Live together wisely Laud them continuously 
 

c. Love them sacrificially 

Paul expands on this responsibility in his letter to the Ephesians and Colossians. 
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, 

having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in 

splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  In the same 

way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  For no one ever 
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hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of 

his body.  Ephesians 5:25-30 

Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. Colossians 3:19 
God, through Paul, instructs husbands to love their wives. Man’s basic need is for respect. Women’s basic 
need is for unconditional love and acceptance. God calls women to respect their husbands. God calls men to 
love their wives. 
 
A woman who feels love naturally respects her husband. A man who feels respected naturally loves his wife. 
A woman who doesn’t feel love withholds respect. A man who doesn’t feel respected withholds love. 
 
Obedience to this instruction does not hinge on whether you feel respected. Ladies, obedience to respect your 
husband does not hinge on feeling loved. This is a general principle and I am fully aware that relationships, like 
individual people are complicated. God knows men and thus provides two undeniable standards or pictures as 
to how we are to measure our love for our wife. 

 Love your wife AS Christ loved the Church 

 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” 

 

Love 
Love is a character based drive implanted and developed by God Himself to pursue and engage in 
meaningful relationship expressed by unconditional acceptance and observable selfless service. 
 
This sacrificial, unconditional love is based on the character of the one loving not on the worth or loveliness of 
the one being loved. God demonstrated this love toward us in that He gave His best to touch the worst in that 
while we were yet enemies Christ died on our behalf. This kind of love aspires to take on the challenge of 
focusing the totality of all our available resources to meet the needs of the one being loved. In our culture, our 
available resources are focused on meeting our own needs first and offering whatever may be left over to the 
family.  “I can’t love like that!”  What God instructs, God enables. God gives men the capacity to love more we 
realize or think. The Holy Spirit disperses this love in the heart. God Himself teaches how to love like this. 
Just how does Jesus love the church? 
  1.  Selfless Attitude 
Ephesians talks about how Jesus demonstrated his sacrificial attitude “He gave Himself up for her.” 
 
  2.  Specific Action 
Love is active!  The very nature of love demands action. It is a continuous action verb. 
   a.  Sanctifies her– set aside as special 
Jesus loves the church by working to make it special. Sanctification means to set aside as special, to make pure 
and holy. Christ gives His full attention to the spiritual development of the church. Christ focuses His attention 
to bring the church to her fullest potential that He might present her as a prized bride for the entire world to 
see. Husbands, are you complaining about the level of spirituality of your wife. You bear a large responsibility 
to see that she develop in her relationship with the Lord. “SO ALSO” (Just like Jesus loves the church in order 
to sanctify her). God holds husbands responsible for the spiritual development of their wife. You may not like 
that, but that is what the Bible instructs husbands to do! It is not a guarantee the wives will always respond 
but at least we need to provide whatever resources to encourage them. Husbands demonstrate their love for 
their wives by seeing to their spiritual development and sense of feeling special. 
 
   b.  Proudly Presents her 
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The idea here is to proudly turn loose the final product for the entire world to see. A holy and blameless bride 
functioning as God designed. Men, are you committed to doing everything necessary that your wife may 
become all that God intended her to be. She is a precious plant to be cultivated and bloom and bear fruit. 
Have we given the freedom and opportunity for that to happen? The key ingredient found in the Ephesians 
passage has to do with the power of the Word. Scripture is the means of such spiritual cleansing. 
“washing of water with the Word.” 

 
 
Christ modeled what it means to really love. We need to give attention to how Christ treats the church and do 
likewise. 

• He did not come to be served but to serve and give His life a ransom for many. 
• He was not self-centered. 
• He was Father-Centered and others-centered even if it meant losing sleep. 
• His relationship was intensely personal.   
• He spent significant time with the disciples.   
• He lived with them.   
• He cared for them.   
• He experienced hardship with them. 
• He saw to it that they were not without leadership and care. 
• His love demonstrated itself through intense compassion.  
• He felt deeply for people. 
• He continually prayed for and with them. 
• He continually spoke words of encouragement. 
• He stood ready to forgive even those who did not seek it or deserve it. 
• He never operated from deceit. 
• He refused to revile when reviled 
• He uttered no threats when threatened even though he had the power 
• He continually entrusted his soul to the Father to do right  
• He focused on the needs of others especially their need for healing. 
• He humbled himself and washed the disciple’s feet. 
• He prayed regularly. 

The first measure of our love for our wife is the way Christ loves the church. The second measure of genuine 
love presented is the love we have for ourselves. 
 

 Love your wife as our own self or our own bodies 

1.  Nurture   
This is a word that is fairly straight forward. It means to feed, nourish, give what is necessary to sustain life. 
Loving our wife includes providing what she needs for nourishment on all levels. Christ provided food, rest, 
spiritual nourishment, healing, protection etc. 
 
  2.  Cherish 
This word means to “soften or warm with body heat”. It is a mother bird on her nest. It is closeness out of 
tender care.  “Tender Warrior” “Velvet and Steel”. It is the same concern you have for yourself when you are 
hurt or sick. Whatever care you afford to yourself is the standard to apply to your wife. Not tolerate but 
cherish. The instruction to love our wife in Colossians includes a warning. 
 “Husbands love your wives and do not become embittered against her.” 

Embittered is to cut, to prick, sharp, keen, pungent to taste or smell. Perhaps you have backed off because of 
something your wife did or didn’t do. You are waiting for her to come to you and make it right. You will 
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respond when she responds. God holds you responsible to love unconditionally regardless. You are to love as 
Christ loved by making your wife special and providing all she needs. You are to love as you love yourself by 
nourishing and cherishing. Since you are one flesh, whatever you do to encourage and build your wife will only 
benefit the marriage. Whatever you don’t do will negatively impact you as well. It is a given that neither 
husband nor wife will follow these instructions completely or continuously. 
 
When both aspire to respond biblically, an increasing intimacy develops. When only one spouse aspires to live 
Biblically, there is a greater chance that the other will eventually respond positively. When neither spouse 
aspires to respond Biblically, or holds out until the other responds, you can be sure that the kind of intimacy 
God intended for marriage will never develop. 
 
Husbands, your instruction is to… 

Live together wisely. 
Laud continuously. 
Love sacrificially. 

How are you doing? One sure way to find out is to ask your wife. This is a bold and courageous move. 
 
Ask her three questions. 

Do you feel protected and understood? 
Do you feel valued? 
Do you feel loved? 

Feelings are not always the most accurate gage of reality but it is a place to start. 


