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“The Immense Ministry of Christ” 

Selected Passages 

INTRODUCTION 
Last Sunday we focused on the Incomparable Person of Christ. 
Today we will focus on the Immense Earthly Ministry of Christ. 
Next Sunday on the Intimate Teaching of Christ. 
Good Friday will focus on the Intense suffering of Christ. 
Resurrection Sunday will focus on the Incredible Resurrection of Christ. 
 
Peter proclaimed Jesus after the resurrection. 
You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.  "We are witnesses 

of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging 

Him on a cross.  "God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, not to all the people, 

but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose 

from the dead. Acts 10:38-41 

 
Jesus began His formal earthly ministry following His baptism ordination. 
We know little concerning the years leading up to that point in time. 
After the birth narratives there is only one account of a childhood event. 
 
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to 

him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16-17 

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty 

days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was 

hungry. Luke 4:1-2 

 

All during that time the devil attempted to derail the earthly ministry of Jesus. 
After forty days of fasting the body signals the brain it requires nourishment. Satan took advantage of this 
vulnerable state to hit Jesus with the final three. Jesus needed to live a spotless life in order to be the spotless 
sacrifice for our sins. Satan tried to tempt Jesus with temporal fleshly satisfaction over eternal spiritual 
satisfaction; pleasure over purpose. True life comes from ingestion of the word of God. Satan next tried to 
tempt Jesus with power and possession; stuff over service. 
You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve. Finally, Satan offered notoriety; focus on 
self over trust in God. You shall not put the Lord your God to the test. 
And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.  And Jesus 

returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding 

country.  And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. Luke 4:13-15 

 
Shortly after, Jesus entered a synagogue in Nazareth where He read from Isaiah concerning the coming 
Messiah. 
And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 

written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 

has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 

are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.  And he began to say to them, 

“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:17-21 



Resurrection Series 2014 #2 “The Immense Ministry of Christ” – Page 2 

 
These were the exact things that comprised His short earthly ministry. He did not do everything He could have 
done, but everything needed to be done. God in a fleshly body walked among humanity declaring the word of 
God and  demonstrating the heart of God to those walking in darkness. 
 

Jesus taught like no other. 
Even as a young boy, Jesus taught like no other. 
Then, after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them 

and asking them questions.  And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. Luke 

2:46-47 

 

And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which were falling from His lips; and 

they were saying, "Is this not Joseph's son?" Luke 4:22 

 
And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and He was teaching them on the Sabbath; and they were 

amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority. Luke 4:31-32 

 

But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and began to teach.  The Jews then 

were astonished, saying, "How has this man become learned, having never been educated?"  So Jesus answered 

them and said, "My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me.  "If anyone is willing to do His will, he will 

know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself. John 7:14-17 

 
The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, "Why did you not bring Him?"  

The officers answered, "Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks." John 7:45-46 

 
Simon and his companions went searching for Him.  They found Him and said, “Everyone’s looking for You!”  

And He said to them, “Let’s go on to the neighboring villages so that I may preach there too. This is why I have 

come.”  So He went into all of Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. Mark 1:36-39 

 
Jesus boldly affirmed the divine nature of His teaching. 
"It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are 

life. John 6:63 

"If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. John 15:7 

 

"If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will 

make you free." John 8:31-32 

 

Through Jesus we learn the truth. He taught individuals. He taught small groups. 
He taught large crowds. His teachings have influenced the perception and practice of millions for over two 
centuries. He taught about Himself. He revealed the Father. He provided a deeper look into the Holy Spirit. He 
provided insight into the spirit world of angels both evil and elect. He taught about life after death, heaven 
and hell, forgiveness, deliverance. He taught about the crucial issues of life. 

Fear, anxiety, love, anger, gentleness, family, faith, humility, betrayal, evil, pride, worship, prayer, giving, 
attitudes, kindness. 

 
Jesus shattered the power of the devil and his demons like no other. 
Examples of Jesus’ power over the devil filled every nook and cranny of His earthly ministry. No one had ever 
wielded such power over the spirit world. Until then people had become terrorized by the unseen forces 
around them. 
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When evening came, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were 

demon-possessed.  And the whole city had gathered at the door.  And He healed many who were ill with various 

diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who 

He was. Mark 1:32-34 

As they were going out, a mute, demonized man was brought to Him.  After the demon was cast out, the mute 

man spoke; and the crowds were amazed, and were saying, "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel." 

Matthew 9:32-33 

 
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him down in 

the midst of the people, he came out of him without doing him any harm.  And amazement came upon them all, 

and they began talking with one another saying, "What is this message? For with authority and power He 

commands the unclean spirits and they come out." Luke 4:35-36 

 
Jesus demonstrated this power both in person and over distances. Jesus even conferred such authority on the 
disciples. He exposed the cruel hold on all kinds of people from every walk of life. Rich, poor, young, old 
 

He displayed power over nature like no other. 
Besides having created everything at the beginning and continually holding all things together pre incarnation, 
Jesus demonstrated continued divine power over all of nature. 

 Changed plain water into premium wine. John 2:7 

 Mass multiplied basic sustenance to feed at least 10,000 people with leftovers. Matt. 14:19; Mark 6:41; Luke 

9:16; John 6:11 

 Calmed a raging storm with a simple voice command. Matt. 8:26; Mark 4:39; Luke 8:24 

 Superseded the laws of gravity by walking on water. Matt. 14:25; Mark 6:48; John 6:19 

 Directed a large school of fish into a specific net after failure of experienced fishermen to get any after a 

whole night of fishing.  Luke 5:5-6 

 Caught a fish with a coin in its mouth matt 17:27 

 Carried out a second mass feeding with leftovers  Matt. 15:36; Mark 8:6 

 Orchestrated a second mass fishing expedition John 21:6 

 Shriveled a fig tree with just a word Matt 21:18 

 

He displayed power over sickness and disease like no other. 
Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.  The news about Him 

spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering with various diseases and 

pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. Matthew 4:23-25  

 
Scripture records specific incidences of healing. Most of them transpired during a transition from one place to 
another. 

 He healed a Nobleman’s son Joh 4:46-54  

 He healed Peter’s mother-in-law  Mark 1:30 

 He healed leprosy several times Mark 1:40; Luke 17 

 He healed a centurion’s servant Matt 8:5 

 He healed a man with palsy Matt 9:1 

 He healed a woman with a perpetual bleeding disorder  Luke 8:43 

 He healed a paralyzed man John 5:1-9 

 He restored sight to the blind several times John 9; Mat 20:30 

 He healed the servant’s severed ear Luke 22:50 
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 He healed a withered hand Matt 12:10 

 He healed a deaf/mute Mark 7:31 

 

He raised the dead like no other. 
 He raised a widow’s son.  Luke 7:11 

 He raised Jairus’ daughter Matt 9 

 He raised Lazarus from the dead John 11 

 

He knew and touched the very heart of people like no other. 
 He showed compassion and understanding for the Samaritan woman. 

 He showed compassion to the woman caught in adultery. 

 He showed compassion on children. 

 He showed compassion on Mary Magdalene  

 
Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of 

the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.  Seeing the people, He felt 

compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Matthew 9:35-

36 

 

When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick. Matthew 

14:14  

 

And Jesus stopped and called the two blind men, and said, "What do you want Me to do for you?"  They said to 

Him, "Lord, we want our eyes to be opened."  Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and 

immediately they regained their sight and followed Him. Matthew 20:32-34 

 

He demonstrated the heart of the Father like no other. 
 Love willing to sacrifice His own life. 
 Compassion willing to relief from misery. 
Many of His miracles sprang from a surge of compassion in the heart of Jesus. 
 Kindness 

Gentleness  
 Forgiveness 
 
He also showed the angry side of the Father against the proud religious rulers. Matthew 23:13-33 
 
He had little tolerance for those desecrating His Father’s temple. 
 
The world will see a further demonstration of God’s wrath at the return of Jesus. 
 
 

Jesus lived a life of perfection like no other. 
Jesus lived the only sinless life. Jesus did not sin in word, thought, attitude or deed. 
 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in 

Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21 
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For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted 

above the heavens; who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins 

and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. Heb 7:26-27 

 

"I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; but so 

that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me. John 14:30-31 

 

The works Jesus did validate the person that He claimed to be. 
John the Baptist sent word to Jesus from prison, having been imprisoned for proclaiming the truth. He 
struggled with his life purpose. He now questioned whether he got it all wrong and sent messengers to ask 
Jesus if He really was the Promises One he had been preparing the way for. 
Here was Jesus’ reply. 
Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see:  the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT 

and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE 

THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. Matthew 11:4-5 

Basically Jesus pointed John to His immense ministry in fulfilment of prophesy. 
 
A religious leader named Nicodemus recognized the divine nature of Jesus’ ministry. 
"Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for NO ONE can do these signs that You do unless 

God is with him." John 3:2 

 
Jesus directed people to His works as a validation of His claims. 
"But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given 

Me to accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me. John 5:36 

 

The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will You keep us in suspense? If You 

are the Christ, tell us plainly."  Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in 

My Father's name, these testify of Me.  "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep. John 10:24-26 

 

"If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, 

believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father." John  

 

How should we respond to a study of the ministry of Jesus? 
This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote these things, and we know that his testimony is 

true.  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that 

even the world itself would not contain the books that would be written. John 21:24-25  

 

Many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 

these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you 

may have life in His name. John 20:30-31 

 

For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to 

follow in His steps,  WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 1 Peter 

2:21-22 

 

knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life 

inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 

Christ. 1 Peter 1:18-19 

He lived His entire life on this earth as an example of New Kingdom living. 
Those who have been transferred into His kingdom will be like Him in every way. 
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Beyond all these things, Jesus did what was necessary to reconcile us to God. 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in 

Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 
Today you face a decision. 
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of 

God abides on him." John 3:36 

 

And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son 

(through belief) has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 1 John 5:10-12 

 

His life and works should stir both amazement and belief. 
Your eternal destiny depends on it. 
 
 


